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Mann, Martin, Mason, McCorkle, McMullia, McNair, Me 
Queen, Meade, Millson, Morehead, Murray, Newton, An 
drew Parker, Peaslee, Perkins, Powell, Reed, Robbins, 
Robie, Ross, Savage, Origen S. Seymour, Smith, Stanly, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Stone, Venable, Wallace, Washburn, 
Wildrick, and Woodw ard a 

NAYS —Messrs. Abercrombie , Willis Allen, Bell, 
Brenton, Briggs, Brooke. Albert G. Brown, 
Brown, Burrows, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph Ca 
ble, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell, 
Chandler, Clingman, Cobb, Conger, John G. Davis, Dean, 
Dimmick, Doty, Duncan, Eastman, Edgerton, Evans, Fiteb, 
Florence, Freeman, Gentry, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, 
Green, Grey, Harper, Hart, Haws, Haven, Hendricks, 
Henn, Houston, How: ard, Thomas M. Howe, Jackson, An 
drew Johnson, James Johnson, John Jo} , R. W. Joh 
son, Kuhns, Landry, Lockhart, Mace, Edward C. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall. McLanahan, Miller, Miner, Molony, 
Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Samuel 
W. Parker, Penn, Phelps, Porter, Price, Rantoul, Richard 
son, Riddle, Robinson, Russell, Sackett, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Seudder, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Skelton, 
Snow, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, St. Martin, Strother, 
Stuart, Tavior, Thurston, Townshend, Walsh, Ward, 
Watkins, Welch, Alexander White, Wilcox, and Yates- 
101. 


Jowne, 
George H 


Previous to the 
vote, 

Mr. MURPHY stated that he 
with Mr. Haut, who is absent from the city. 

Mr. DAV IS, of Indiana. As the morning 
hour has expired, if it be in order, I withdrs aw my 
call for the previous question upon the passage of 
the bill under consideration, and to move to re- 
commit the bill % the C Public 
Lands, and upon w! for the pre- 
yious question. 


announcement of the preceding 


ens on 
ich motion I « 


APPORTIONMENT UNDER THE SEVENTH 
CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to submit a report from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with regard to fixing 
the number of Representatives, and to provide for 


their apportionment under the Seventh Census of 


the United States. It is a bill which ought to be 
printed at once. 

There was no objection, and permission to re- 

sort was accorded. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Iam instructed by a ma- 
jority of the Judiciary Committee to report back 
een Tes 281, entitled ** An actsupplementary 

‘An act providing for the taking of the seventh 
a subsequent censuses of the United States, 
and to fix the number of the members of the 
House of Representatives, and providing for their 
future apportionment among the several States,’ 
approved 23d May, 1850.”’ 

Accompanying that bill, 
the Judiciary Committee, I ‘submit a report, and I 
will here take occasion to state that, under the 
circumstances, I have no great objection to the 
passage of the Senate ‘b ill, because already many 
of the States have districted for representation. 
The act of 1850 on this subject has been so far ex- 
ecuted in most of the States of this Union, that it 
would be impolitic and unwise now to repeal it. I 
desire, however, to enter my protest against it, 
and in my report I take the ground that the act of 
1850 was in itself unconstitutional, and opposed 
to the uniform practice of this Government. A 
departure from the well-settled construction of the 
Constitution on this subject has occasioned all the 
delay, all the difficulty and embarrassment in 
which we are now involved. It is only by re- 
turning to the ways in which our fathers walked 
that we can proceed with safety. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I call the 
order. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. I have but further to 
state, that the honorable gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Marsuatt] also submits a minority report, 
which will be printed, under the motion that I now 
intend to m: <s , 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not want to consume 
time which ought to be appropriated to other busi- 
ness, and therefore cal! the gentleman to order. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. 1 move to refer the bill 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and that the bill, and reports accompanying 
it, be printed. 
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WASHINGTON, 
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Mr. MEADE. Will 
upon its passage take precedence ? 
The SPEAKER, I: will not. 
Mr. ME ADE. I submit the mo 
ull be put upon its passage. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennes 
motion, 
rm 


she 


& motuon to put 


ion 


question was then taken, and the bil 
accompanying reports were refe rred to the C 
mittee of the Whole on the 
and ordered to be printed. 

DEFICIENCY BILL—COLLINS STEAMERS. 

The SPEAKER. The now recurs 
upon the motion to lay upon the table the motor 
made by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Wuire,| to reconsider the vote by which the 
clause in the deficiency bill, for the increase of 
appropriation to the Collins line of steamers, was 
adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and nay 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay upon the table, and it was agreed to—yeas 92 
nays 36; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Aiken, Thomas H. Bayly, Bell, Bibig 
haus, Bowne, John H. Boyd, Briggs, Brooks, George H 
Brown, Burrows, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Chapman, Clingman, Con 
ger, Cullom, Curtis, George T. Davis, Dean, Doty, Duncan, 
Evans, Florence, Fowler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaimbl 
Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, Harper, Hart, Haws, Ha 
ven, Henn, Horsford, Howard, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas 
Y. How, Ingersoll, J. Glancy Jones, Kuhns, Kurtz, Landry, 
Lockhart, Mann, Edward C. Marshall, Martin, MeCorkle, 
Meade, Miller, Miner, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, More 
head, Morris, Murray, Penn, Perkins, Porter, Price, Ran 
toul, Reed, Riddle, Robie, Robinson, Russell, Sackett, 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Seudder, David L. 
Snow, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stant 
Abraham P. Stephens, Stone, St. Martin, Strother, Stu 
Sutherland, Taylor, Thurston, Walbridge, Walsh, \ 
Washburn, Welch, and Yates—92. 

NAY S—Messrs. Abe 
Averett, Babcock, David J. Bailey, 
Brenton, Buell, Burt, Busby, 
Campbell, Caskie, Chastain, Church Daniel, 
Dawson, Disney, Durkee, Edgerton, Edmundson, Faulk 
ner, Floyd, Freeman, Gentry, Gorman, Green, Grow, Ham 
ilton, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hendricks, 
Hibbard, Hillyer, Holladay, Houston, John W. Howe, lves, 
Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, Rob 
ert W. Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Pres 
ton King, Letcher, Mason, MecLanahan, McMullin, 
MeNair, McQueen, Millson, Molony, Murphy, Nabers, 
Olds, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Peasiee, Penni 
man Phelps, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, Savage, 
Scurry, Origen S. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, Benjamin 
Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Sweetser, Townshend, Ven 
able, Wallace, Watkins, Alexander White, Wilcox, Wil 
drick, and Woodward—& 


state of the | 


question 


seymour, 


rerombie, Willis Allen, Allison, 
Beale, Bocock, Bragg, 
Joseph Cable, Thompson 
well, Cobb, 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

Previous to the announcement of the preceding 
vote, the following proceedings occurred: 

Mr. ORR. I will state to the House that I have 
paired off with Mr. Poxk on this question. 

Mr. SMART. I have agreed to pair off with 
my colleague [Mr. AppLetron} upon this ques- 
tion, provided my vote shall affect the result. I 
have reason to believe that it will, and therefore 
cannot vote. He is in favor of, and I am opposed 
to the appropriation for the Collins line of steam- 
ers. 

Mr. DIMMICK. I have paired off with my 
colleague (Mr. Futzer] upon this question. I 
should have voted in the negative. 

Mr. FAULKNER. When my name was called 
I was on the sofa back of the railing. I supposed 
that was within the bar of the House, and there- 
fore when the interrogatory was propounded to 
me by the Chair, whether or no 1 was within the 
bar, Labmented that I was within the bar, sup- 


posing that was the construction and meaning of 


the rule. The Chair can decide whether I am, or 
am not, entitled to vote. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I rise for the pur- 

ose of making the inquiry whether there is nota 
oes adopted for the government of this House, 
that requires members when present to record 
their votes; and whether the mere staiement that 
gentlemen have paired off with others who have 
gone on trips of pleasure, be sufficient to paralyze 
a corresponding number, so that they may shrink 
| from their responsibility of a vote. 
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Snaii ve retail 
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{Cries of ** Certainly !’’ **C 


Mr. STUART. I move to take 


. | . ! by ap 
reconsider, made by me in 


up a moti 
J inuary iast. 
PRINTING. 

Mr. GORMAN. 1 ask the gentleman 
Michigan to yield me the floor until Ican make 
the report from ee on Printing, which 
| have been so anxious to submit for several weeks 
past. 
~ Mr. STUART. As th 
rstand, does 
action upon that que ion 


' 


on to 


from 


the Committ 


ana, as I unde 


» SuUDmMIt tne rer t, al 
eration, [ yield the floor for 
Mr. GORMAN. Ido 
lam instructed by t 

report to the House, 
cuting the publ 
prices thereof, ar 
Mr. G. Desi 
of the details of t! 
eration to-morrow mori 
printed. ; 
Mr. CARTTER. Can it be printed to-day? 
Mr. GORMAN. I will say, in response te tl] 
gentieman, that I will see it shal] be immediately 
printed, and laid upon the desk of each member 
to-morrow morning 


sning the 
Rit Real 
omes up for consid 


ing, I 


move that i be 





Mr. STANLY. I rise to a question of order. 
I suvpose, sir, that this committee reports under 
the 20th joint rule. I wish to call the attention of 
the Chair to that rule, and desire to state, that I 
consider the committee have no authority to make 
a report of this kind. It is not within their prov- 
ince or their duty. They have no more authority 
to report this than to report any other matter 
pending before the House. 

Mr. GORMAN. If the gentleman will allow 
me, | will relieve him from that difficulty. There 
have been referred to that committee various 
memorials for the establishment of a printing bu- 
reau, others for the adoption of other plans, and a 
bill of the Senate introduced into that body by 
Senator Cremens, of Alabama. 
been considered by the committee, and the bill 
which I have reported is the result of their delib- 
erations. 

Mr. STANLY. 
rials does not confer authority upon the com- 
mittee. We may refer to them memorials to 
alter the tariff laws, to establish a branch Mint, 
to raise an army, and to make appropriations 
for roads and canals, but the reference does not 
give that committee jurisdiction over them. If 
the rules are to be violated in this way, there will 
be no end of their violation at all. I want the 
decision of the Chair upon that subject as a pre- 
cedent for our action hereafter. That committee 
have no power to handle this subject further than 
this rule is authority. The 20th rule reads as 
follows: 

*©90. A committee, consisting of three members of the 


‘The reference of these memo- 


Senate and three members of the House of Representatives, | 


shall be chosen by their respective Houses, which shall con- 
stitute a Committee on Printing, which shall have power 
to adopt such measures as may be deemed necessary to 
remedy any neglect or delay on the part of the contractor to 
execute the work ordered by Congress, and to make a pro 
rata reduction in the compensation allowed, or to refuse the 
work altogether, should it be inferior to the standard ; and 
in all cases the contractor and his securities shall be respon- 
sible for any increased expenditure consequent upon the 
non-performance of the contract. The committee shall 
audit and pass upon all accounts for printing; but no bill 
shall be acted upon for work that is not actually executed 
and delived, and which they may require to be properly 
authenticated.’ 


Mr. STANLY. I maintain that under the 
rule this committee have no jurisdiction over that 
subject. They have to audit merely the accounts 
of the public printer, and to take such measures con- 
anata with the present public printing, account for 
the delay in its execution, ond say what shall be 
deducted. ‘They have no authority to report a 


bill to change the entire law of the land in regard | 


to the public printing. 


The SPEAKER. 
The question was then made, as it is now 


Sommittee on Printing to make such a report, It 
was decided, however, that as that subject had 
been referred by the House to the committee, it 
was clearly in order. The Chair understands 
from the statement of the chairman of the com- 
mittee, that the matters embracing the provisions 
of this bill had been referred to that committee. 
Unless the Chair has been misled in regard to the 
facts, it seems to me there can be no doubt as to 
the right of the committee to report the bill. 

Mr. HAVEN. The precise point desired to be | 
made is, not that the committee have not the right 
to report upon the subject when it is referred to 
them, but that they cannot report new in ad- 
vance of the time when they shall be called upon 
for reports. 

The SPEAKER. The rule is very clear that 
the Committee on Printing may report at any 
time. 

Mr. HAVEN. The question is not whether 
they may not report at any time upon the ordi- 
nary business conferred upon them by law, but 
whether they can report upon general matters | 
not pertaining to their duties under the existing 
law which may have been referred to them from 
time to time? That is the question, I understand. 

The SPEAKER. The 2lst rule reads thus: 


} 
** It shall be the duty of the Committee on Printing to re- 


port at any time.” 
There is in this no qualification. The decision 


of the Chair is, that it is in order for that commit- | 


tee to report upon any matter referred to it, or | 
that they have a right te report upon under the | 


a aad 


During the last Congress, | 
the Committee on Public Printing reported what | 
was regarded by many gentlemen as a 
claim. 
made by the gentleman from North Carolina, 
Mr, Sranty,] that it was not competent for the 
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rule, at any time; and he cannot recognize the dis- 


tinction drawn by the gentleman from New York, | 


{Mr. Haven.] 
Mr. HAVEN. The point supposed to be 


made was this: that the rule was made in refer- 


ence to the existing law, which declarés that the | 
committee have charge of this business, and of | 
| seeing that the contract is executed, and that they | 


might report at any me upon these points. Now, 
subsequent to all this, new duties are charged 
upon it, by reference of matter to them 

The SPEAKER, In that immediate connec- 


tion the gentleman will allow the Chair to say, | 


that the reasons which the gentleman gives may 


| be very good why the matter referred to that 


They have all || 


committee should not go there; but they do not, | 


in the opinion of the Chair, furnish a ground for 


| him to decide against its being in order, that 


matter having been referred to that committee. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 


| recojlected 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


| now before the House for discussion ? 


The SPEAKER. 
Carolina (Mr. STan.y] raises a question of order, 
and several gentlemen have been indulged in ex- 
planations. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
settled, { am perfectly willing for it to proceed. I 


am exceedingly anxious, however, to take up and | 
But this report | 
has got in by reason of my having lost the floor | 


consider the appropriation bills. 


by a privileged question. 
Mr. MARSHALL. 
I stated before 
The SPEAKER. 


| unless an appeal is taken. 


| cuss a question of order. 
The Chair overrules the | 
| question of order raised by the gentleman from | 


Mr. MARSHALL. 
The SPEAKER. 


| North Carolina, [Mr. Sraniy.] 


| time. 


| any 


| floor? 


Mr. STANLY. 


time. 
The SPEAKER. Thedecision of the Chair is 


this: The House has referred to the Committee | 
on Printing matter precisely such as is embraced | 


in the bill. There is a rule authorizing that com- 
mittee to report at any time. The Chair, there- 
fore, decides that the bill, or report of the commit- 
tee, is in order. From this decision the gentleman 


private || from North Carolina [Mr. Sranty] takes an ap- 


eal. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I do not 


| know whether, under the rules, this subject is 
| debatable at all. 


The SPEAKER. 
ion of the Chair. 
Mr. MARSHALL. 


| make a single suggestion. 


Mr. STUART. I gave the floor to the gentle- 


/man from Indiana, [Mr. Gorman,] to make a re- | 
| port, upon the ground that it would not occupy | 
If this thing is to be discussed, [ | 
| shall feel myself compelled to assume the floor. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mich- || months ago. 


time. 


igan, (Mr. Srvarr,] and the whole House, by 
common consent, permitted the gentleman from 


| Indiana [Mr. Gorman] to make this report. It is | 
before the House, and it is for the House to de- 
| termine what they will do with it. 


Mr. STUART. But I yielded the floor condi- 


| tionally for that purpose. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I under- 
stand that the question of order which the gentle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. Stanty] made, 
stopped the making of this report, because his 
question of order meets the report at the thresh- 
old, as to whether such a report can be made. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 


question of order was made in time to arrest the 
report. 


Mr. STUART. LI ask if | am notentitled to the 
{ Laughter.] 


the gentleman from Indiana. I said to the Chair 
and to the House, that inasmuch as the gentleman 
from Indiana only wished to intreduce his report, 


It will be | 
What is the proposition |, 


The gentleman from North | 


If there is any matter to be 


It will be recollected, as | 


I do not propose to dis- | 


I appeal from that decision, | 
| and ask the yeas and nays upon it. 
| stand the Chair, a memorial being referred to this | 
| committee gives it power to report a bill at any | 
At that rate they can reporta bill for rivers | 
| and harbors—to alter the tariff, or anything else, 

| atany 


If L under- | 


| reporting a bill. 


It is debatable, in the opin- | 


Being in order, I will || 





I certainly was recognized | 
by the Chair, and yielded the floor temporarily to |, 





_motion to adjourn. ; | the 
| again, unless the terms upon which I yield it are 


July 14, 


and not to have any action upon it, which would 
take but a moment, I would yield him the floor 
temporarily for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mich- 
igan so stated when he made the report, but a 
question of order has been raised upon the report 
itself, and the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Marsuatt] is entitled to the floor. The Chair 
does not think it can be taken from him. 

Mr. STUART. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky is not speaking to the question of order. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I propose to speak to the 
merits of the bill. 

Mr. STUART. [understood the gentleman to 
bring up new matter entirely. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I intended to make a mo- 


tion as soon as I arose, for the reference of this 


_ report, in case the Chair had decided the question 


of order, and no appeal had been taken; but when 

the Chair announced that the appeal was debata- 

ble, I proposed to make a suggestion upon that 
oint. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. MARSHALL. The House will recollect, 
that when the difficulties occurred about the con- 
tract with the present public printer, the Com- 
mittee on Printing assumed the position that this 
House had no right to instruct that committee, 


| and that by the existing law, and by the constitu- 


tion of the committee, they were beyond the power 
of the House. If the Committee on Printing bring 
in a bill, and it should be the pleasure of this 
House to recommit it to the Committee on Print- 
ing with instructions, what is to prevent them at 


|| once from assuming again that this House cannot 
The gentleman from Ala- || 


| bama calls to order, and debate is not in order, | 


instruct them to report a bill, and that they would 
not do it unless they please? And the very fact 


|that they have it in their competency, such a 
, position is evidence of the fact that they have no 


right to originate legislation; and the House will be 
placing itself in the absurd position of permitting a 


| committee, on memorials referred to it, to intro- 


duce general matters of legislation. When this 
House acts upon that matter of legislation, and 


| sends it back to that committee, with instructions 


to prepare it in a definite mode, that committee 


can return back to the House for reply, that they 


are out of the power of the House, and that they 
will not obey it. Gentlemen cannot escape from 


that conclusion, and this bill ought not to be 


entertained. It will be recollected, upon that 
occasion, that while this Committee on Printing 
had the particular matter of the contract under 
their supervision, in order to reach the matter of 
legislation, this House constituted a special com- 
mittee, for the purpose of revising the laws and 
Now, this bill is matter uf gen- 
eral legislation, as I understand it, upon which a 


| special committee of this House is now acting. | 


suppose that the House will refer the bill, at the 
proper time, to the special committee raised by the 
House, which has charge of the general subject- 
matter embraced in the bill. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I desire to ask 
at what time this committee was raised ? 


Mr. MARSHALL. It was raised immediately 


/ upon the last report of the Committee on Public 


Printing, while that matter was pending. 
Mr. STANTON. It has been nearly two 
months ago. 


Mr. MARSHALL. I do not know how many 


Mr. STANTON. It has been a considerable 
timeago. Do they expect to report this session? 
Mr. MARSHALL. We expect to report this 
session. I will state to my colleague, that the 


|| committee has concluded upon the basis of its 
| report, and will be ready to report as soon as they 
| can get a scale of prices upon which to base a re- 


port. The committee has had no opportunity to 
report, as they have not the right to report atany 
time. Probably by the time we shall have an op- 


| portunity to report, we shall be ready to do so. 


Mr. DEAN. Isa motion to lay the appeal on 
the table debatable ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. 

Mr. DEAN. Then I make the motion to lay 


| the appeal upon the table. 


Mr. STUART. I ao I can take the floor 
now, and go on with my business. — 

My motion will override anything, except a 
I will never yield the floor 


understoed and adhered to by the Chair and the 
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House. My motion being a motion to reconsider, 
I understand, under the rules, is a privileged one, 
and takes precedence of everything, except a mo- 
tion to adjourn, 

Mr. HOUSTON. The motion is to lay the 
appeal upon the table. : 7 7 

‘dhe SPEAKER. The question is upon laying 
the appeal upon the table. The Chair did not 
understand the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
Srvart] as insisting upon his right to the floor. 

Mr. STUART. Yes, sir; I do insist upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will consider that 
question, and endeavor to decide it correctly. 

Mr. DEAN. Does not a question of order take 

recedence of all other motions? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the privileged question raised by the gentleman 
from Michigan, must take precedence of the privi- 
lege of the Committee on Printing to report, if the 

entleman insists upon it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to know what is the 
state of the question? [ havea privileged question 
remaining undisposed of that is confronted by the 
question of the gentleman from Michigan. Now 
I want to know what is the condition of this 
report, if any has been made? 

The SPEAKER. A report has not been made, 
because the House has not received it, but it re- 
mains a proposition, to be determined upon, in the 
opinion of the Chair, after the expiration of the 
morning hour to-morrow, unless it be again shut 
out by some privileged question of a higher grade. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Do I understand the Chair 
correctly, as saying thata report has been received 
from the Committee on Printing? 

The SPEAKER. The question of the recep- 
tion of the report is before the body. An appeal 
has been taken from the decision of the Chair, and 
a motion made to Jay that appeal upon the table. 

Mr. STANLY. But the Chair decides, that 
the report was not in order, and that the gentleman 
from Michigan [Mr. Srvart] had a prior right to 
the floor. That, of course, excludes it altogether. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman 
from Michigan takes precedence of the report. 

Mr. STANLY. Then how could the report 
come in at all? 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Michigan stops the consideration of the 
matter before the House, which is the proposition 
to report. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is this report, then, con- 
fined to the morning hour? 


The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, , 


it cannot be considered during the morning hour, 


but will be the first businessin order in the House | 


after the morning hour shall have expired. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I wish to present an- 
other point of order. The express condition upon 
which the gentleman from Michigan agreed to let 
the report come in was that it should come in and be 
taken up in the morning hour. I understood that 
was the condition, and it was so stated by the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Gorman.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so under- 
stand it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Was not that the under- 
standing of the gentleman from Michigan? 

Mr. STUART. I certainly s@ understood it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood it 
simply that the gentleman from Indiana should 
make his report from the Committee on Printing. 
He has attempted to do so. Objection was made 
to the reception of that report upon the ground 
that it was out of order. ‘The Chair decides it to 
be in order. An appeal has been taken from that 
decision, and a motion is made to lay the appeal 
upon the table. 

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr. Srvarr] 


now calls up his proposition to reconsider a certain | 


vote; which, in the opinion of the Chair, takes 
precedence of the motion of the gentleman from 
Alabama, {Mr. Houston,] and the proposition of 
the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Gorman. } 

Mr. HOUSTON. [am satisfied that the gen- 
tleman’s motion takes precedence of mine, and 
confronts me. I have no doubt about that. But 
I feel an interest in the matter, because if this 
question of printing intervenes between the appro- 
priation bills and the action of this House, they 
will be put off until October, and we shall not get 
the work done at all. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman appeal 
from the decision of the Chair? 


Mr. HOUSTON. I wished to present a sug- 
gestion to the Chair to see if I understood the 
Chair correctly in his decision. Here isa report, 
as | understand it, made from the Committee on 
Printing, and the Chair now decides without dis- 
posing of that report, although it is not made In 
the morning hour, and therefore not cut off by the 
expiration of the morning hour, that before that 
report is disposed of another member can rise and 
callupa privileged motion—a motion to recon- 
sider—and thereby stop the action of the House 
upon the unfinished business which was then be- 
fore it. Now, | am aware if this report had been 
made in the morning hour, and the morning hour 
had expired, why, as a matter of course, the gen- 
tleman could have called up his privileged ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. Will gentlemen suspend for 
a single moment until the rule is read? ‘The rule 
is as follows: 

56. When a motion has been once made, and carried 
in the affirmative or negative, it shail be in order for any 


member of the majority to move tor the reconsideration 
thereof on the same or the succeeding day; and such mo 


| tion shall take precedence of all other questions, except a 


mouon to adjourn, and shall not be withdrawn alter the said 
succeeding day, without the consent of the House, and 
thereafter any member may call it up for consideration.” 

Mr. STUART. Now,I hope the gentleman 
from Alabama will allow me to proceed with my 
remarks. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair reviews his decis- 
ion in reference to the motion made by the gen- 
tleman from Michigan, and itis upon this ground: 
If the motion to reconsider is made when a different 
subject is before the House, it is entered and re- 
mains until that subject is disposed of, and then 
takes precedence over other business, except the 
motion to adjourn. Therefore, in the opinion of 
the Chair, and according to the practice, as the 
book states, the motion of the gentleman from 
Michigan cannot interfere with the motion imme- 
diately before the House. 

Mr. STUART. Then I am entitled to the 
floor when this motion is disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will then be 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that the pend- 
ing motion now is to lay the appeal upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. That is the question now 
before the House. 

Mr. STANLY. As this motion is important, 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will again state 
the question, so that there may be no misunder- 
standing, in reference to this business. The 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Gorman} present- 
ed a report from the Committee on Printing, 
embracing a proposition to change the existing 
law upon that subject, stating at the same time, 


| which is not doubted by any one, that memorials 


concerning the matter contained in the bill, have 
been referred to that committee, and it is upon that 
matter that the committee report. That being 


| the case, the Chair unhesitatingly decides that the 


report is in order. From that decision the gentle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. Sranty] takes an 
appeal, upon the ground that the committee cannot 
act upon such matter—cannot cliange the law, 
but has been constituted simply for the purpose 
of having that law regularly executed. The Chair 
thinks that is a fair statement of the gentleman’s 
point of order. 

Mr. STANLY. The committee have no au- 
thority, under the rules of this House, to alter the 
law. 

Mr. BURT. Dol understand the Chairto say, 
that the committee report a bill to change the ex- 
isting law ? 

The SPEAKER. That is the nature of the 
report. 

Mr. BURT. And they ask authority to make 
that report after the expiration of the morning 
hour? 

The SPEAKER. Yes, and propositions to 
change the law have been referred to the committee 
by the House. That is the ground upon which 
the Chair bases his decision. 

Mr. HAVEN. Will the Chair allow me to 
inquire, that it may be stated, whether the report 
embraces any of the subjects which have been 
given in charge to the Committee on Printing by 
the law, or whether it is confined solely to the sub- 
jects which were referred to in these memorials? 
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The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair is very free to 
answer that the law of the two Houses creating 
the commit ee, does not conter the power upon 
that committee te change the law, buttt was com- 
petent for the House to refer any matter they 
chose. The House is to be the judge of that, 

Phe q estion was then taken upon layine the 
appeal upon the table, and it was decided in the 
affirmative ve 108, navs 60; as follows: 

YERAS esse Anke Ay tt. Rabeock, Theamas H. 
Baviy, Bocoek, Bragg, Albert G. Brown, Buet!, Burt, Bas 
by, Joseph Cabl c ‘ . = ip=on Campbell, Ca 
Churchwell, ¢ %, Curtis, Daniel, John G. Davis, Daw 
son, Dean, Dimm I} Doty, Dunham, Edgert n, 
Edmundson, Faulkner, Fi F ice, Freeman, Thomas 
J. D. Fuller,Gam » Gaylord, Giddings, Gi we, Gorman, 
Green, Hamilton, Hammond, Isham G. Harr Sampson 
W. Tlarris, H H liricks, H 1», Hibbard, Holladay, 
Houston, Ingersoll, Lv Jack fenkines, Andrew John 
son, James Johns } 1 John-ou, Robert W. Johnson, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Pres 
tou King, Kurtz, Letcher, Lockhart, Ma Maron, Me- 
Corkle, McLanahan, Me Matlin, MeNair, MeQueen, Mill 
son, Morrison, Murphy, Murray, Nabers, © Andrew 
Parker, Peastee, Penn, Phelps, Powell, | e, Rantoal, 
Riddie, Robbins, Robie, Robinson, Ross, Savage hoot 
erafi, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Orngen 8. Seymour, 
Skelton, Smart, Smith, Snow, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich 
ard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Sto St. Martin 


Stuart, Sweetser, Townshend, Wallace, Wileox, and 
W ildrick— 108 

NA YS—Mesers. Allison, Barrere, Bell, Bibighans, John 
H. Bovd, Briggs, Brooks, George H. Brown, Burrows, 


E. Carrington Cabell, Cartter, Chapman, Chastain, Cul 


lom, George T. Davis, Dockery, Dunean, Durkee, Evans 
Fowler, Goodenow, Good h, Grey, Harper, awe, Ha 
ven, Hor rd, Johu W. lLlowe. Thomas M. Howe, Thoa, 
Y. How, Hunter, Landry, Hump v Marshall, Martia, 
Miller, Miner, Molony, Henry D Moore, John Mo re, 
Morehead, Samuel W. Parker, Perkins, Porter, Reed, 
Sackett, Schermerhorn, Stanly, Denjamin Stanton. Thad 
deus Stevens, Strother, Sutherland, Taylor, Walbridge, 
Waish, Ward, Washbura, Watkins, Welch, Alexander 


White, and Yat 60 

So the appeal was laid upon the table, and the 
decision of the Chair was sustained as the judg- 
ment of the House. 

Mr. GORMAN moved that the bill and report 
be postponed until to-morrow, and that they be 
printed, 

The motion was agreed to. 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 


by the hands of Aspury Dickins, esq., tts Sec- 
retary, informing the House that that body had 
passed the following bills and resolutions, and 


asking the concurrence of the Llouse therein: 

An act to authorize the President of the United 
States to designate the places for the ports of en- 
try and delivery for the coll 
Pucet’s Sound and Umpqua, in the Territory of 
Oregon, and to fix the compensation of the col- 
lector at Astoria in said Territory; 


ection districts of 


An act to revive and continue in force for a lim- 
ited time, the provisions of an act relative to sus- 
pended entries of public lands; 

A resolution for the relief of the Spanish consul 
and other subjects of Sp un, residing at New Or- 
leans, and of subjects of Spain at Key West, by 


indemnity for losses occasioned if ne yeur ISol; 
and 
A joint resolution to supply the Washineton 


City Juvenile Guards with arms 

Mr. STUART called up a motion made by him 
in January last to reconsider the vote by which 
the House referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals the bill making appropriation for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Illinois river. 
He addressed the House an hour in favor of the 
Government making appropriations for the im- 
provement of harbors and rivers, within the range 
of the Constitution; that is, on those waters where 
the Federal Government hos jurisdiction, or into 
which foreign commerce has access. [His re 
raarks are published in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. HOUSTON. ‘The question now before the 
House is the motion for reconsideration, submitted 


by the gentleman from Michigan. 


“Mr. STUART. I do not now insist that a vote 
be taken on that motion. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. We have it up, and let 
it be now disposed of. 

The question was t ken, and the motion to re- 
consider was laid upon the table. 

CLOSE OF DEBATE ON THE INDIAN BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. lL call up the resolution sub- 
mitted by me on yesterday, for the termination of 
debate in committee on the Indian appropriation 
bill. That bill has been discussed for two or three 
weeks. I modify the resolution, so that it will 
read that debate shall close five minutes after the 
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consideration of the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means has just 
stated that this bill has been under discussion for 
several weeks, but it is well known there has been 
no debate as yet upon the merits of it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That has not been my fault. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The previous 
question has not been called, and with the gentle- 
man’s consent, | move the debate be terminated 
upon the bill in one hour after the committee shall 
have again resumed its consideration. I hope no 
one will interfere, but let the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs have the floor for that 
hour, that the Committee on Indian Affairs may 
be heard. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | 
that. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 object to that amendment 
being made now; and | will state my reasons for 
the objection. As the chairman of the Committee 
on indian Affairs, | can state to the House that 
there are questions which must arise upon that 
Ps, EH bill which will demand debate; and 
t 
minutes rule. 

Mr. HOUSTON. With the gentleman’s con- 


sent, I will modify my resolution, so that it will 


am willing to agree to 


108e questions cannot be discussed under the five | 


read that debate on the Indian appropriation bill | 


be terminated one hour after the committee shall 
again resume ite consideration. Ido not wantan 
hour to speak. 
with the business of the country. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I mustappeal to the House. 
That is not satisfactory. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to further debate, 
unless it is declared to be in order. 

The SPEAKER. Discussion is out of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will not debate the ques- 
tion, but we must be heard, if possible, upon this 
subject. 1 move that debate be closed within four 
hours after the committee shall again resume the 
consideration of the bill. There are two speeches 
which will have to be made upon the subject. 
Upon my motion | demand the previous question. 

‘Lhe call for the previous question was seconded ; 
and the main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. CONGER. I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
and nays upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were refused—there being, 
upon a division, ayes 10, noes 123. 

‘The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the resolution upon the table, and it was not 
agreed to. 


I call for the yeas 


Mr. Jounson’s amendment was then agreed to, 
and the resolution as amended was adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Jonrs, of Tennessee, in the chair. ) 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, the Indian ap- 
propriation bill was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. FITCH. Mr. Chairman, certain matters 
have been referred to the Indian Committee, of 
which J an a member, and the only opportunity 
we will have to report upon them, or any fact 
connected with them, will be during the pendency 
of this general Indian appropriation bill. I desire, 
therefore, now to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to one of these matters, which can only be 
discussed under the hour rule, as there are so 
many collaterals connected with it, as to preclude 
the possibility of throwing that light upon it 
during the five minutes debate which the subject 
admits, and justicedemands. I will be as briefas 
possible, my only object being to convince the 
members of this committee of the correctness of 
the views which I myself entertain in relation to 
the matter. 

It is nota pleasant task for me toadvocate what 
is ordinarily called a claim, and yet such is the 
character of what [ am about to move as an amend- 
ment in the Indian appropriation bill, and about 
to diseuss. It is a claim, however, not of an in- 
dividual character, but one presented by a nation, 
or part of a nation, of Indians. It has already 
been discussed at some length by the chairman of 
the committee, [Mr. Jonnson, of Arkansas,] but 


RO SE 


It is my great desire to progress 


unsuccessfully, as the order which had previously 
been adopted by the House stopped debate, and | 


ut him ol trom 
the amendment to 


:ost of his explanation. 
. cae 
the Clerk’s desk, and desire it | 


| 


The amendment was then read, as follows: 


| 
For liquidated balance found due the Creek Indians for | 


losses susiained during the Jast war with Great Britain by 
that portion of the tile that was friendly to and cooperated | 
with the United States in accordance with the promise of 
the Government, $110,417 90; to be paid by the United 
“tates agent for the Creek Indians to those individuals now | 
living, aud the legal representatives of those deceased, who 
are entitied to receive the same per cupita. 


At the risk of some repetition I shall briefly 
allude to the origin of the claim which the amend- 
ment proposes to pay. As you know, Mr. Chair- 
man, it originated in the so-called Red-stick war, 
which was a part and parcel of the war of 1812 
and 1813. In that war the great body of the 
Creek Indians took part against us. They were 
allies of the English, and enemies to us. A por- 
tion of them, however, remained faithful to their 
peace stipulation with the American people, and 
fought in our ranks, making our enemies, though 
their own countrymen, their enemies. They | 
thereby subjected themselves to depredations upon 
the part of the hostile Creeks, who esteemed them 
not only enemies, but, as our allies, traitors to 
their own people, and manifested their anger by 
destroying their villages, their crops, and their 
stock. At the close of that war, General Pinck- 
ney being in command in that quarter, was di- 
rected to treat with the hostile Creeks, and certain 
inatructions were sent to him by which it was | 
supposed he would be governed. Those instruc- 
tions were dated the 17th of March, 1814. They 
were to procure— 


‘Ist. An indemnification for the expenses incurred by 
the United States in prosecuting the war by such cession 
or cessions of land as may be deemed an equivalent for said 
expenses. 

**2d. A stipulation on their part that they will cease all 
intercourse With any Spanish post, garrison, town, &c. 

“3d. An acknowledgment of a rightin the United States 
to open roads through their country, to navigate waters and 
streams Within the same,” &e. 


These instructions, as already remarked, were 


dated the 17th of March, 1814. "Three days there- 


after, on the 2Uth of March, the Secretary of War | 


seems to have reconsidered them, and wrote to | 
General Pinckney ‘ that the proposed treaty with 
‘ the Creeks should take a form altogether military, 
‘and be in the nature of a capitulation, in which | 
* case the whole authority of making and conclud- 
ing the terms will rest with you exclusively. In this 
transaction, should it take place, Colonel Haw- 


‘ 
‘ 


‘ 


General Pinckney, then, had plenipotentiary pow- 
ers—the terms were to be such as he might pre- 


kins, as agent, may be usefully employed.’ | 
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these instructions to liquidate the claims of the 
friendly Creeks for depredations. He accordingly, 
so far from making a provision for these claims 
out of the lands which he obtained by the treaty 
from the hostile Creeks, refused to take them any 
further into consideration than to make known te 
the President the wish of the friendly Creeks, that 
they should be investigated and paid, in accord- 
ance with General Pinckney’s promise. In making 
the treaty, General Jackson did not confine him- 
self to merely obtaining from the hostile Creeks a 
certain amount of land to indemnify us for the ex- 
penses of the war, but, governed altogether in the 
act by political considerations, he took likewise 
eight milion acres of land belonging to the friendly 
Creeks. He did this for the purpose of insuring 
the observance, by the Indians, of the second item 


| of the instructions to General Pinckney—theone 


requiring the Indians to abstain from ‘‘ all inter- 
course with any Spanish post, garrison, or town.” 
The Spanish authorities were then in possession of 
Florida; and the eight million acres taken from the 
friendly Indians intervened between the remainder 
of the Indian possessions and that Territory, cut- 
ting the Indians off from access to it. He thus 


‘did it for good reasons—reasons, indeed, which, 


when explained to the friendly Creeks, they ac- 
quiesced in, although they protested against the 
disregard of their claim. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Will the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Firen} allow me to in- 
terrupt him a moment? He has fallen into an 
error, that the Indians acquiesced in this arrange- 
ment. They always protested against it, and you 
will find their protest in the American Archives. 
They did not acquiesce in it; and it was a most 
outrageous transaction, by which we took eight 
million acres of land from these friendly Creeks, 
the allies of the United States, who fought with 
us and for us against their own tribe of Indians, 
as indemnity for the war. Itis as gross an outrage 
as was ever committed. 

Mr. FITCH. Ihavethe Archives to which the 
gentleman alludes. I do not understand from 
them that the friendly Indians willingly consented 


| to the surrender of their land, but they acquiesced 
in it asa necessity from which they saw no appa- 


rent escape. ‘The reason was explained to them, 
and they submitted, with a protest against the 
non-payment of their claim, and a protest further- 
more against the capitulation which compelled 
them to the surrender of their territory. The 
Indians unwillingly assented to the treaty, and 
only signed it upon General Jackson’s promise 


‘to forward to the President General Pinckney’s 


| proceeds of this land, or otherwise. 


scribe—such as his judgment could approve, irre- |! 
spective of any previous instructions from the | 


Department. General Pinckney, with these ample 
powers conferred upon him, and having associated 
vith him Colonel Hawkins, proceeded to make 
known to the hostile Creeks, through those who 
had been friendly, the terms upon which a ** capit- 
ulation”’’ or treaty could be made. He promised 
to the friendly Indians, furthermore, that they 
should be indemnified for their loss of stock, and for 
the injuries they had sustained by the depredations 
committed upon them by their hostile brethren, 
and that in taking land from the hostiles to indem- 
nify Government for the expenses of the war, the 
territorial rights of the friendly Indians should be | 
respected. In conformity with these principles 
and promises, the commencement of this stipula- 
tion was had; but before its completion General 
Jackson superseded General Pinckney. He (Gen- 
eral Jackson) was instructed on the 24th of May 
to carry out the arrangement which General Pinck- 
ney had commenced. General Jackson conse- 
quently perfected this capitulation, but not upon 
the terms of the promise which had been made, 
or the principles which had been promulgated by 
General Pinckney, so far as the friendly Creeks 
were concerned, 

In the letter of May 24th, 1814, of the Secre- 
tary of War to General Jackson, reference is made 
to the instructions which had been sent to Gen- 
eral Pinckney. The instructions of 17th March, | 
were doubtless those alluded to, and not the sub- | 
sequent letter of the 20th, putting the treaty upon 
the basis of capitulation, and giving General Pinck- | 
ney plenipotentiary powers; and therefore Gen- | 
eral Jackson supposed he had no authority under ! 


promise that their claims should be paid out of the 
These prom- 
ises, in their estimation, constituted a part of the 
treaty. They drew up astatement relative to their 
claims, dated the 9th of August, 1814, a day or 
two after the treaty was completed, and insisted 
upon its being forwarded with the treaty. _ 

We learn by a letter from Colonel Hawkins to 
the War Department, dated August Ist, 1815, 
(American Archives,) that the Speaker (Indian) 
said: 

“Before he signed any papers with him, [General Jack 
son,] as he would not admit their claims in the treaty, he 


should make and signa paper expressive of them, and who 
were the masters of the land.”’ 


Accordingly, on the 9th August, (1814,) this 
paper was drawn up and signed, and ** the Speaker 
‘urged it should be sent on with the treaty, which 
‘they were about to sign, to which he annexed 
‘ the letters of the 23d and 25th April, between Gen- 
‘eral Pinckney and Colonel Hawkins.” 

These letters contained the promises to the 
friendly Indians of remuneration for the depreda- 
tions committed by the hostiles—the promises we 
are now endeavoring to have redeemed. 

Colonel Hawkins further says: ‘*The docu- 
‘ment of the 9th is what, in fact, the chiefs call 
‘ their part of the treaty.” 

That statement, according to their ideas, con- 
stituted a part of the treaty as binding upon the 
Government as any other part of it. The claims 
alluded to in it are those on which payment is now 
asked. It will be remembered that two distinct 
promises were made by General Pinckney to the 
friendly Indians—first, that their claims should be 
paid; second, their territorial ri hts should be re- 
spected. I have shown the hitherto non-redemp- 
tion of the first promise, and that the second was 
violated for political reasons. I have shown that 
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the friendly Indians remonstrated against this re- 
fusal of General Jackson to recognize their claim, 
and against his taking, by the capitulation, eight 
million acres of their land—thus blending them 
with the hostile Indians, and treating all as a con- 
quered people; that at their request General Jack- 
son perimitted them to draw up a statement of the 
9th of August, 1814, relative to their claims, and 
of their mght to the land, declaring, among other 
things already quoted, that they relied ** on the 
justice of the United States to cause justice to be 
done to them,’ and that he not only permitted 
them to draw it up, but promised to forward it to 
the President of the United States, which promise 
he fulfilled. 

The obligation imposed upon the United States 
by General Pinckney’s promises to the Indians 
was sO apparent, that the treaty or capitulation 
having been ratified on the 16th of February, 
1815, soon afterwards, on the 12th of July fol- 
lowing, the Secretary of War wrote to Colonel 
Hawkins, asking the nature and extent of the in- 
demnity which these friendly Indians expected, 
how far justice and policy would dictate its pay- 
ment, and how it should be paid—whether in 
land, goods, or in money. On the 18th of Au- 
gust, 1815, Hawkins answered, that justice de- 
manded the adjudication and payment of the 
claims; that the promises of General Pinckney 
should be redeemed; that the claims should be 
paid in money to theindividual claimants. As to 
the amount of the indemnity, he could not report, 
because the vouchers were not in his possession— 
a part of them being in the hands of General 
Jackson’s secretary, and the remainder being in 
the possession of the assistant agent at Coweta. 

One objection now urged to the payment of the 
claims is, that, although Colonel Hawkins said, 
in his letter of the 18th of August, that he could 
not state the amount of the claims, he yet ventures 
the opinion that ‘at the time of drawing the lines 
for the treaty’’—the capitulation at which the land 
was taken—the Indians would probably have been 
satisfied with $60,000. It has been asserted that 
the $60,C°9 was intended as an estimated amount 
sufficient to cover the entire claim of individuals for 
destruction of their property. The interpretation 
put, by the Indian Bureau, upon that sentence of 
Colonel Hawkins’s letter embracing the opinion 
relative to the $60,000 is, that the amount ($60,000) 
was designed by him as an estimate of what the 
Indians would have taken for their territorial rights, 
and had no relation to individual claims. It is 
perfectly immaterial, however, whether he meant 
the one or the other, for it was but an opinion— 
made, it would appear, without any consultation 
with the Indians, and, as he himself said, without 
the facts of the case before him. It was not even 
an estimate—for an estimate presupposes some 
data upon which it is based—and he expressly 
stated he had none such; that none of the vouchers 
were in his possession. He was instructed to as- 
certain the amount of the claims which would be 
embraced under the principles and promises pub- 
lished by General Pinckney. He proceeded to do 
this, and on the Ist of April, 1816, made a report 
‘*on the claims of the friendly Indians for losses 
‘sustained by them in their civil war, agreeably 
‘to the terms of peace offered by Major General 
Pinckney, 23d April, 1814, and the preliminaries 
of the treaty of Fort Jackson, of August follow- 
ing.” Up to that time he found due $78,360 75, 
out of claims presented to the amount of 
$108,415 124, but he stated in that report, that 
he could only arrive at an approximation to the 
amount of these claims, because the hunters were 
absent. Now all who know anything of Indians, 
are aware that hunters and warriors are synony- 
mous, and are the leading men of the nation—those 
alone who know aught relative to the affairs of the 
nation. In the absence, then, of the hunters, it 
was utteriy impossible for Colonel Hawkins to 
arrive at anything like a close approximation to 
the amount of the claims. He reported, however, 
that, in his judgment, $100,000 would cover the 
whole. 

In March, 1817, soon after that report was 
made, Congress appropriated $85,000, and that 

mount was forwarded. Before, however, it could 
be paid, or the investigation into the amount of 
the claims completed, Hawkins died, and was 
succeeded by D. B, Mitchell. Mitchell was ap- 
pointed on the 20th of March, 1817, and the Sec- 
retary of War instructed him that the final distri- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


bution was not to be made at that time, because 
the whole amount of claims was not then ascer- 
tained. Here was an express recognition, on the 
part of the Secretary of War, that the 85,000 was 
only designed to cover the claims in part, and was 


not esteemed sufficient to cover the whole. Mitch- 
ell, consequently, felt himself instructed to with- 


hold the money until the entire amount of claims 
was known. He accordingly did so, and pro 

ceeded to complete the investigation which Haw- 
kins had commenced. During that investigation, 
claims to the amount of upwards of $300,000 were 
presented. The chiefs, with the aid of Mitchell, 
reduced the amount. to §195,000. ‘Toward this, 
the $85,000 was paid, pro rata—about three fifths 
of the entire amount being thus left unpaid. That 
leaves the amount now asked for—$110,000. This 
amount the Executive branch of the Government 
has acknowledged due, and it is now asked of this 
committee and of this Congress. 

Hawkins’s first estimate, that $60,000 would 
have satisfied the Indians at the time of the draw 
ing of the lines, is, as I have already stated, 
brought up as an objection to this claim. It is 
said that that $60,000 was intended to cover the 
whole amount, and that, therefore, the $85,000 
ought to have been sufficient. It is further ob 


' jected that the Committee of Ways and Means, 


in 1824, made a report adverse to the claim, and 
that their report should be conclusive. It appears 
they had only before them Hawkins’s first est 

mate—$60,000—and knew nothing of his subse- 


quent estimate of $100,000. ‘They therefore had 
not all the necessary facts before them upon which 
to base a conclusive report. Whether the $60,000 
was intended to cover the whole of the claims, ter- 
ritorial and all, of the friendly Indians, or not, 1s, 
as I have before stated, perfectly immaterial to the 
issue here. That was notan estimate, buta mere 
opinion, without data or vouchers to sustain it. 
Upon subsequent and partial inquiry, there was 
made an estimate of $100,000, and still later, afte: 
rigid inquiry, the whole amount was found to be 
$195,000. The direction to withhold the payment 
of $85,000 until the claims were all in was, in it 
self, a recognition, upon the part of the authorities 
here, that $85,000 could not satisfy the entire 
claims justly due to the Indians. 

It is sometimes said, that this claim was in part 
provided for by the treaty of 1826, by which we 
engaged to pay $100,000 to certain Creek Indians, 
a part of which sum we have paid very recently. 
But that $100,000 had no relation whatever to 
these claims. It grew out of a previous treaty 
which this Government made in 1825 with Me 
Intosh and a few of the Indians friendly to him 
a treaty which, it was subsequently charged, was 
brought about by improper means, and which 
created so much dissatisfaction among the Indians 
generally, that McIntosh and many of his friends 
were soon killed—victims to the fury of their 
brethren who supposed themselves outraged by 
the treaty. So obnoxious was that treaty, that in 
1826 another was made to annul the previous one; 
and by the latter, the Government agreed to pay 
$100,000 as indemnity for injuries sustained by 
MclIntosh’s friends from the hostility of the other 
Indians in consequence of their dissatisfaction 
with the treaty of 1825. 

Again, it is said that this claim has rested a long 
time—since 1817—and no mention has been made 
of it in Congress subsequent to 1824, until within 
a very recent period, and therefore it is argued 
the claim must have been considered as having 
been paid, or as being unjust. Neither of those 
positions holds good. There is proof here of an 
indisputable character, that the Indians were never 
satisfied with the payment of the $85,000, and 


that it was never considered a payment in full. If 


they did not present their claim to Congress, they 
were constantly urging it on the Department 
Mr. Calhoun says, on March 10th, 1824: 

‘*Since the payment of the $85,000 above-mentioned, 
repeated applications have been made by the Creek Indians 
for further demands, but the Department declined acting on 
them as there was no appropriation at its disposal that 
could be so applied.” 

The Indians have constantly, year after year, 
urged their claim on the Department, but the De- 
partment has had no money with which to pay it, 
1ence they now ask that an appropriation be made 
for that purpose. It is true that for a certain 
time the breck nation of Indians, as those famil- 
iar with their history well know, were almost dis- 
banded and disorganized in consequence of their 
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own intestine troubles, and they had more than 
enough to do to settle those troubles, without in 
sisting on the payment of aclaim due only to a 
portion of the nation A large 
Creeks are those who were hostile to us during 


the warof 1812 and 1813, or 


portion of the 


lescendants 


es, d sequentiy they have no interes 
whatever in sing the claims; on the c 
trary, have doubtless felt worse than indifferent t 
their payment, beca f their ancient hoatility 
to those wi were t he henefited hy the pay 
ment : 
| an vuld } ive heer piers | to have gone more 
elaborately into this case, tmy object has heen 
from the commencement, not to dwell too much 
ipon collaterals, but to present the strong points 
l have endeavored to answer, ae far as a limited 
time would permit, certain objections which have 
een urged, and may be urged wain, to the pay 
ment of the clain It has been suid that the ad 
verse report of 1824 ought to be binding and con 
clusive, because of the character of the gentle 


men composing the then C« mmitiee of Way s and 


Means, from which thatreport emanated. That. 
sir, would be paying too much deference to the 
opinions of individuals, ever f they had at that 
time all the lightin relation to the cage before 
them, which we have now But that was not the 
case, because we are told by the Indian Bureat 
that they had not Hawkins’s second estimate be 
fore them, ind consequently ey did not act with 
a full knowledge of all the facts of the case And, 
ir, there are good reasons, lependent of Pinck 
ney ’s promises, why the claim should be paid 
Those promises, I take it, every gentleman wt! 
say, are obligatory upon us. They are promises 
from which we eannot with hon r escane (ren 
tlemen may sneer at the idea of such a thing as 
honor in dealings between us d the weak rem 
nants of a tribe, who were at one time powerfu 
enough to compel usr, from motives of policy, if 


from no other, to do them justice But the same 


principles which govern us in our intercourse with 
the most powerful nations in the world, should 
equally be our rule of action in dealing with the 


red men, even though it be only a feeble band 


We promised these people certar: 
for their services, and for the dama 
sustained as our allies, and those promises we have 


Ouse ide rationa 
ves they have 


not redeemed in full. Shall we seek to escape 
their redemption because of the inability of the 
tribe now to compel us to their fulfillment? or shal! 
we rather keep faith with those who were friendly 
to us in the time of our need? 

Now circumstances are reversed—we do not 
need their services, but they are dependent upon 
us; but does this deprive them of their right to 
demand justice from us? Is this a reason requir 
ing them to abandon all expectation of the fulfill 
ment of our promises to them ? | said there were 
reasons independent of Pinckney’s promises for 
the payment of this claim. One of the strongest 
is found in the fact, that at the time of the capitu 
lation, which was designed to be a capitulation of 
hostile Creeks only, the friendly Creeks were 
merged with the hostiles—were made a party to 
the surrender, and thus treated as enemies, after 
having fought with us, not against us—after hav 
ine been our allies instead of our enemies. We 
made them a party to the surrender, and took fron 
them eight million acres of land, in addition to the 


fifteen millions we took from the hostiles. We 


had, it is true,a good political reason for doing s« 
We were governed in the act by policy, not by 
strict justice; but having benefited by the policy 


shall we now refuse to pay a just debt to those 
who were injured by it, thus paying for one injury 
by the infliction of another? Reverse the case 
It policy thus denied upon the part of others jus 
tice to us, how long would he sut mitted to 
These eight million acres of land from the friendly 

; , h f 
Indians, and the fifteen millions from the hostile 


ones, have since been in sold ny the United 


States for a sum far exceeding the cost of that 
Creek war : 
General Pinckney was told to meist upon a suffi 


cient quantity of land to cover the expenses of the 
war: and included in those expenses should be, of 
course, ti laime which he subsequently reco 

nized on the part of the friendly Creeks for in 
demnity. ! repeat, a sufficient quantity of those 
lands has dienhe been sold to far more than com 
pensate for the expenses of that war, including 
these claims. What good reason, then, is there 
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why the claims should not be paid? 
money in our Treasury—the proceeds of the lands 
—and shall we keep it there and thus speculate at 


We have the | 


the expense of justice, and of o@r promise to those | 
who befriended usin the hour of our need, and | 
suffered because of that friendship? We have not | 


only refused to pay them out of the proceeds of 
the domain taken from the hostile Indians as we 
promised, but we have taken their own lands. 

We had a political purpose to accomplish, and 
we had political reasons for our action. 
us not now adopt the dollar-and-cent policy of 
refusing to pay a debt because the creditor is too 
feeble to enforce its payment, and because, having 
the mone y in the Treasury, we can appropriate it 
to another use, Such policy, if avowed, would de- 
grade us, as it ought to, in the estimation of every 
man in the civilized world. 


I recollect, Mr. Chairman, when this matter | 


was previously under discussion, and my friend, 
the chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 


But let | 


{Mr. Jounson,] was speaking on it—I recollect, | 
1 say, a little opposition from yourself, (Mr. | 


Jones, of Tennessee, in the chair,) opposition 


usual, and usually expected of you; because, lL be- | 
lieve, whatever other charges, if any, can be | 
brought against you, partiality for any bill which 


contemplates appropriations of money out of the 
Treasury, for any purpose whatever, is not among 
them. I do not wish to be understood as desiring 
to take advantage of your now occupancy of the 
chair for the purpose of making any allusions to 
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give notice of one he will offer when the right time | of money due them for these depredations. This 


arrives. 

Mr. FITCH. That is all. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill will have to be 
read through by clauses and paragraphs, and then 
the amendment will be in order. 

Mr. MEADE, 1 then give notice that I will 
at the proper time offer as an amendment to the 
amendment the one which I send tothe Chair. I 
desire the Clerk to read it. 

The amendment was then read, as follows: 

Provided, That before the said sum, or any portion there- 
of, be paid, the said tribe or nation of Indians shall give a 


release of all demands arising out of said war, and the treaty 
consequent thereon. 


Mr. MEADE. 


My object, sir, in offering that 


amendment is to conclude, upon the pers of the | 
the Govern- | 


Indians, any further demands upon 
ment. Probably, sir, I might, in strict justice, 
admit that these Indians did have an equitable 
claim upon this Government for the eight million 
acres of territory which weretaken from them under 
this treaty. However, it would bea stale demand, 
and one which I wish to have relinquished. As 
has been stated by the gentleman from Indiana, 
{Mr. Firen,] when we made a treaty with the 
hostile Creeks, we agreed beforehand with the 
friendly Creeks that we would provide for their 
indemnity, they having lost large sums in houses, 
furniture, horses, and cattle. When General 


| Jackson took possession of that army, previously 


you, under the supposition that you cannot an- || 


swer them. If you desire to answer, I trust you 
will call another gentleman to the chair, and ob- 
tain the floor for that purpose, 
my power, even to yielding a portion of my own 
time, shall be granted you for that purpose. I 
will now read a portion of your language upon the 
oceasion of the previous debate (25th March ult.) 
upon this subject. I shall do it, as you will find, 
Mr. Chairman, for the purpose of calling your at- 
tention to a promise which you then made. In 
view of that promise, I candidly expect you, Mr. 
Chairman, as an honorable man—and such we 
know you to be—to hereafter be one of the warm- 
est advocates of this amendment; for you promised, 
under certain circumstances and upon certain 
conditions, to support it cheerfully. ‘Those con- 
ditions have been complied with, as can be easily 
demonstrated to the House. Your language upon 
the occasion referred to, is as follows: 

** Tf the Committee on Indian Affairs, or the Committee 
on Claims, or any other committee of this House, will take 
up this case, investigate and ascertain what particular In 
dians, who were friendly to the United States, are entitled 
to the specific sums of money which make up this aggre- 


gate sum of $110,000, aud report such a bill here providing | 
for the payment of the particular Indians who sustained | 
in case of their death, to their heirs, I will vote | 


losses, or, 
most cordially and cheerfully to pay this money to them. 


Let us know who are the Indians, and who are the heirs. | 


[ think we should not only be just, but we should, upon all 
occasions, be liberal to the [Indians in this country. I say, 
if you will ascertain who are the particular Indian chiefs 
and warriors of the friendly party entitled, [ will vote fora 
bill to pay them. But, until I know who they are, [ can- 
not vote this money. [know that the gentleman from Ar- 


kansas (Mr. Jonnson) would not, nor would any member | 


of this committee, ask for the payment of this money if it 
were going to the Creek nation asa nation. If itis due at 
all, itis due to particular individuals ; and when it can be 


ascertained and a specific appropriation made to them, then 
I will give it my support.” 


Now I intend, Mr. Chairman, to hold you to 
this promise. We have taken this matter up, we 
have investigated it, and ascertained to what par- 
ticular Indians, or their heirs, this money is 
payable. Here is the list, [holding it up,] each 
individual’s name,and the amount he was entitled 
to. Many of these individuals are yet living, and 
where they are not, their heirs are very easily 


traced, and this money will be paid to them; and | 
where there are no heirs, the money will remain | 


in the Treasury. If I have not met every objec- 
tion which can be urged to the amendment, I hope 
some gentieman will let the fact be known; or if 


any gentleman desires to state and debate an ob- | 


jection, I will yield him a portion of my time for 
that purpose, expressing at the same time an en- 
tire conviction of my ability to hereafter success- 
fully refute his objection. 

Mr. MEADE. I wish to send up an amend- 
ment to the amendment already offered to the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must state that 
he does not understand the gentleman from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Fircn) to offer an amendment, but to 


Every facility in 











under command of General Pinckney, he assumed 
to himself, in virtue of the ample instructions 


|| which had been given to his predecessor, to pre- | 


scribe the terms of that treaty; and unfortunately 
for those friendly Indians, it became necessary, 
from the necessities of State alone, to deprive them 
of large strips of territory running down to the 
Florida line, the object being, as stated by Gen- 
eral Jackson at the time, to cut off communication 
between the Indians living on the westside of the 
Chattahoochee river, and the warlike Seminoles 
who lived in the Territory of Florida. That was 


|| done for the future security of our citizens. While 


its injustice abstractly was admitted—while the 


| friendly Creek Indians were aware that great in- 


justice was done them in depriving them of their 
territory, yet they yielded to the interest of the 
United States, relying hereafter upon the justice 


| of the American Government to grant them an 


|| indemnity. 


After that treaty was made, Mr. Chairman, 


| orders were issued to our Indian agent, Mr. Haw- 


kins, to ascertain the loss which the Indians had 
suffered in their lands, and in their horses and 
cattle; and after a partial examination, Mr. Haw- 
kins reported to the Government that he would 
estimate their losses at somewhere about $100,000. 
But before he had completed his investigations, 


| Mr. Hawkins died, which subsequently led to the 


appointment of Colonel Mitchell, who completed 
the investigation. It is in the report of Colonel 
Mitchell, made in the year 1817, that this sum of 
$110,417 is stated as the amount due to these In- 
dians, for depredations committed by these hostile 
Creeks. 

Well now, Mr. Chairman, I find that that does 
not embrace the eight million of acres of land 
which we took from them, and which now consti- 
tute a portion of the State of Georgia, and from 
the sale of which, I understand, we have already 


received some $8,590,000. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, this nation of Indians has 


| dwindled down to a comparatively small number; 


but yet some persons may take it into their heads 


hereafter to stimulate those Indians to come for- | 


ward and demand payment for these lands, and it 
is for that reason that I| offer the proviso, which 
requires that the nation, before this $110,417 shall 


| be paid them, do grant a release of all demands 
| that may have originated in that war. 


Mr. FOWLER. I am deeply interested in the 
gentleman’s statement. Will the gentleman in- 
form me how much they have already received ? 


Mr. MEADE. They have received about 
$85,000 or $90,000. I do not know the exact 
amount. 


Mr. FOWLER. Of the $110,000? 
Mr. MEADE. No. Of the $200,000 and odd. 
I will state to the gentleman that this $110,000 is 


| the balance left, after giving them credit for 


$85,000 appropriated before the balance was as- 


| certained, Congress believing, at the time, Mr. 


Hawkins to be rightin his estimate of the amount 


is the balance. 


Mr. FOWLER. How much, if anything, 


| have they received on account of that eight million 


| I understand. 


acres of land? 

Mr. MEADE. They havereceived nothing on 
account of that eight million acres of land, as 
Now, in view of that fact, Mr. 
Chairman, I am not inclined particularly to scru- 
tinize every item stated in this balance of $110,000, 


| knowing full well, whether it be more or less 


than their sufferings amounted to, the fact that we 
have taken eight million acres of land from them, 
from which we have realized, probably, as many 
millions of dollars. I will not go into an exact 


| account, with a view to ascertain the real bal- 


ance due to them for these depredations. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. ! am informed 
by a gentleman that, while I was outside of the 
bar, the gentleman introduced a proposition to put 


a barrier to their presenting any other claim these 


Indians may have against the Government—pro- 
viding, if this be given, that they are never to de- 
mand anything else from the Government. 

Mr. MEADE. My proposition is, simply, that 
before this money is paid to these Indians, the na- 
tion shall release all demands growing out of that 


| war, and the treaty consequent upon that war. 


Mr. JOHNSON. You are speaking of the 
eight million acres of land. The taking of that 


| was one of the consequences growing out of that 
| war. 


Mr. MEADE. It may be so contended. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The proviso is, then, to cut 
off these Indians or their heirs from the reclama- 
tion of those eight millions of acres ? 

Mr. MEADE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thegentlemen then stated that 
if it were not adopted, the gentleman from Arkan- 
sas might come in and attempt to obtain for these 
Indians the reclamation of these eight million acres 


| of land. 





| vote for the amendment. 


Mr. MEADE. I did not say so. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I am then incorrectly in- 
formed. I will state to the gentleman that I do 


| not oppose his amendment, which precludes these 


Indians from ever coming back again. I will not 
oppose it if these Indians want to take the $110,000. 
If they are willing to take it by way of compro- 
mise for every other right they may have, I will 
I am willing that it shall 
be passed. But it will bea proud task for any 
man to stand upon the floor of the House of Rep- 


| resentatives and compound the debts of the Gov- 


ernment of the United States against a creditor 


powerless, and who is under your feet! But! will 
vote with the gentleman! Is that the way the 
American House of Representatives is co legis- 
late with reference to an ignorant, helpless, 
down-trodden people? This is the measure pro- 
posed. I will not do otherwise than vote for the 


| gentleman’s amendment, and let these Creek In- 


dians take the $110,000, and let them feel, when 
they have taken it, that the Government which 
took from them while they were its allies, and 
after they had been bravely contending for our 
cause eight million acres of land—this great and 
good Government—their great Father is the one 
which reaches out its hand to pay a just debt of 
$110,000, saying: ‘I will give you that which 
*I own to bedue you, but you must acknowledge 
* beforehand, that in robbing you of eight million 
‘acres of land, I have robbed you most right- 
eously.”” Is that it? That is the philosophy of 
this House. 

Mr. MEADE. I did not yield the floor to the 
gentleman to make a long speech. I offered that 
amendment for the purpose of settling this account 
with the Indians now and forever. The Indians 
have preferred their claim for $110,000. I want 
them to bring forward at this time every claim 
they may have against the Government to pre- 
clude legislation hereafter upon the subject. And 


| 1 now give the gentleman from Arkansas notice, 


that if these Indians have any further claims 
against this Government, and he desires to be- 


| 
i 


friend them, let him bring them forward now. I 
am opposed hereafter to having these claims re- 
opened. They have slept upon their rights, if 
they have any, in relation to these lands, from 
1814 down to the present time, and I do not wish 
these old transactions ripped up again, If they 
have anything to claim in consequence of the taking 
of these eight million acres of land, I say let them 
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bring forward that claim now, and I will consider 
it. But I have no idea these Indians shall here- 
after, when they are almost extinct, bring forward 
claims for millions of dollars against this Govern- 
ment, after they have slept for forty or fifty years. 

Mr. FOWLER. If the gentleman will allow 
another inquiry. If 1 understand the gentleman 
from Virginia, he admits they have an equitable 
claim for the eight million acres of land, and that 
they are entitled to $110,000 for losses. 

Mr. MEADE. I say this, Mr. Chairman: that 
they might hereafter bring forward a claim against 
us for this eight million acres of land. I have not 
sufficiently investigated the subject to say whether 
it would bean equitable claim or not; I only know 
that they had a title to the land which was taken 
from them by this treaty; but there have been 
many other treaties made with these Indians, and 
there have been other pecuniary considerations 
passing between the Governmentand them. [am 
not sufficiently conversant with the facts to inform 
the gentleman whether such a claim be equitable 
or not. 

Mr. FITCH. I now claim the floor under the 
understanding made with the gentleman. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move, with the gentle- 
man’s consent, that the committee rise. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman to modify his motion so that it will be in 
the power of the committee to take a recess till 
seven o’clock. I think these speeches of an hour 
each in length should be heard in the evening and 
business would be facilitated. We will get through 
a month sooner by adopting that plan. > 

Mr. FITCH. If all the members present were 
convinced, they would not constitute a quorum of 
the committee. 

Mr. TAYLOR. We can have a general un- 
derstanding no vote shall be taken. 

Mr. HOUSTON. We had last week, at the 
evening session, a better audience than we had in 
the morning. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Gentlemen need not come 
here if they do not want to. 

Mr. FITCH. I cannot explain my other 
amendment in five minutes, and will therefore 
yield altogether my right to the floor. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I do not want 
to speak to-night. I am willing that the debate 
shall be closed after the conclusion of my speech, 
but I would ask the indulgence of the committee 
to submit my remarks in the morning. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I wish to suggest to my 


friend from Arkansas that there are many gentle- | 


men who desire to speak. It is pleasant to speak 
during the evenings, as we have proven. I should 
have great pleasure in listening to the gentleman 
to-morrow, but some other one can occupy the 
floor this evening. We have but a month to sit 
here, and it is utterly impossible to accomplish 
the public business unless we debate during the 
evenings. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then to-morrow morning 
there would be no certainty I should be entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. TAYLOR. There would be an under- 
standing that the gentleman should be entitled to 
the floor in the morning. 

The question was then taken on the motion 
submitted by Mr. McMo un, and it was agreed 
to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, the chairman 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had the state of the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
House bill No. 43, ‘making appropriations for the 

Indian department for the year ending 30th of June, 
1853,’’ and had come to no conclusion thereon. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE SAVANNAH RIVER. 

Mr. JACKSON. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up Senate bill No. 96, 
‘*to provide for the removal of obstructions in the 
river Savannah and for the improvement of the 
same,’’ for the purpose of reference. It is a bill 
in which my constituents are deeply interested. 

There was no objection, and the bill was taken 
up, read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


DEBATE ON THE INDIAN BILL. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ar- 
kansas has stated his willingness to have the de- 


bate closed on the Indian appropriation bill as 


soon as he shall have concluded his remarks. | 
presume no one else desires to discuss it. The | 
Senate have now introduced a joint resolution 
woposing to amend the joint rules of the two | 
cn that appropriation bills from us shall not 
be received within ten days from the time fixed 


for adjournment. It is absolutely important we | 
should send them something. I move debate upon | 


the Indian appropriation bill be terminated one 


| 

| 

hour after the committee shall again resume its | 
| 


consideration. 
Objection was made. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to reconsid- | 


er the vote by which the resolution was adopted. 
EULOGIES ON MR. CLAY. 


Mr. PRICE. I ask the unanimous consent of who : rl n 
|| prescribed by the Constitution of the United States. 


the House to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That twenty thousand copies of the obituary 
speeches and proceedings, upon the death of Henry Clay, 
in the Senate and this House, be printed, under the direc 
tion of the Committee on Printing, forthe House. 

There was no objection. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was unanimously adopted. 


Mr. FOWLER moved the House adjourn; | 


which motion was agreed to. 
And the House adjourned till to-morrow, at 
eleven o’clock, a. m. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


| The following petitions and memorial were presented | 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 


By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of A. E. 
Lewis and other citizens of Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Alabama, praying an appropriation to remove obstructions 
at the mouth of the East Pascagoula river. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of William 
Beschke, asking from Congress assistance to complete a 
steamboat with a new mode of propulsion; also, patron 
age for a ship gun and other valuable inventions. 


| By Mr. GILMORE: The petition of citizens of Indiana | 
county, Pennsylvania, for a post route from Indiana, Penn 


sylvania, to Smicksburg in Indiana county, Pennsylvania. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, July 15, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Butter. 


Hon. Davi MeriwerTuer, appointed a Senator 
by the Governor of Kentucky in place of the Hon. 
Henry Cray, deceased, which were read, as fol- 


| lows: 


CoMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCRY, sct: 

Henry Clay, Esquire, who was duly chosen Senator for 
this Commonwealth, in pursuance of the Constitution of 
the United States of America, having resigned during the 
last session of the Legislature of the Commonwealth, to 
take effect on the first Monday of September next, and 
having died before the period that his resignation takes 
effect—I, Lazarus W. Powell, being Governor or Chief 
Magistraie of the Commonwealth, have, therefore, thought 
fit, by virtue of the said Constitution, to appoint Davip 
MERIWETHER, Esquire, to be and act as a Senator for the 
Commonwealth until the time the resignation of the said 
Henry Clay takes effect. 

(seat.] wealth this 6th day of July, 1852. 
L. W. POWELL. 
By the Governor: 
J. P. Mercatre, Secretary of State. 

The oath prescribed by law having been admin- 
istered to Mr. Mertwetner, he took his seat in 
the Senate. ‘ . 

Mr. BRIGHT. The letter of appointment just 
' read, and which conferred upon you authority to 
udminister the oath just taken by the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky, must have struck Sena- 


tors who paid attention to its reading, as different 
in phraseology from letters or certificates of ap- 


pointments usually given in such cases. 


That paper limits the term of service of the ap- 
pointee to the first Monday of September next, 
that being the time at which the resignation of the 


then Senator (since deceased) was to take effect. 


My object in rising is not to ask action at 
this time upon the credentials of the re tempore 
appointee, but to say that I regard the limita- 
tion contained in the credentials of the honora- 
ble Senator as standing for naught, and that 
though he may not himself set up claim to the 
seat he occupies, after the time mentioned in the 
paper just read, yet he has certain constitutional 
rights, his constituency and every State in the 
Union have certain constitutional rights arising 
out of, and to be affected by the mode and manner 
this question is determined, which will require 
him to serve until such time as those delegated by 
\| the Constitution of the United States shall act in || has been read, If there be an improper limit, in 
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choosing his successor. I have made these sue- 
gestions to prevent any misconception of the facts, 
and to place my esteemed friend, the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky, in a or position be- 
fore the body iftthe question should ever come up 
again. ‘The honorable Senator himself, | am au- 
thorized to say, has personally no feeling in the 
matter other than that which arises from a desire 
to serve his constituents faithfully, and fulfill the 
obligations of the laws and Constitution under 
which he acts, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would suggest the propri- 
ety of referring these credentials to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. I entertain great doubts as to 
the power of the Governor to appoint a Senator, 
and limit the period to a shorter time than that 


The Constitution declares that if a vacancy occurs 
during the recess of the Legislature, the Governor 


|; may make a temporary appointment, and the 


commission shall extend to the next meeting of 
the Legislature; which shall then fill such vacan- 
cy. lLentertain great doubt as to the power of 
the Governor, in his commission, to make a lim- 
itation, not only unauthorized by the Constitu- 
tion, but in direct violation of its express terms. 
As to what the effect of such a limitation would 
be upon this commission, I am not prepared to 
state. I think it may as well go to the Judiciary 
Committee for investigation. 3 

Mr. BUTLER. I have no doubt that this ques- 


|| tion is a very important one; but I should dislike 


to anticipate events, and act for something which 
may never arrive. [am one of those who do not 
think that the mere paper is anything but the evi- 
| dence ofthe title. The real title of the Senator who 
| has just taken his seat is according to the Constitu- 
| tion, and what may be conferred upon him by the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. I do not hold that 
the Governor of the State, by any language he 
can use, can limit the tenure of office under the 
Constitution of the United States. But I will say 
to my friend from Illinois that it is possible that 
this issue may never arise; and if it does, and Mr. 
Dixon should come here and claim the seat, the 


|| honorable Senator may be perfectly quiet, because 


Mr. BRIGHT presented the credentials of the | 


it will be the duty of this body at that time to de 
| cide upon the validity of his election, 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. I have made no motion, but 
| simply threw out the suggestion. 
| Mr. BRIGHT. I think, with the Senator from 
South Carolina, that the contingency may never 
arise, and therefore it would be premature now to 
make a reference to the paper presented. If it does 
| arise, it will then be time enough to raise the issue. 
| That matter was considered before the paper was 
presented. I hope the Senator from Lllinois will 
not press his suggestion. 
Mr. GWIN. I differ entirely from the Senator 
| from Indiana. I think this paper ought to be re- 


|| ferred to the Judiciary Committee. If it is notin 





Given under my hand and seal of the Common- 


accordance with the requirements of the Constitu- 

tion, it ought to be so declared. It is no appoint- 
| ment at all, if the Governor has put an improper 

limitation upon it. Certainly the Senator who 
|| has just taken a seat in this body cannot hold his 
} seat longer than the period specified in the com- 
|, mission; which is until the time when Mr, Dix- 
|| on’s commission is to take effect. I do not in- 
|| tend to prejudge-the question; but I am clearly of 

the opinion that the wording of the executive ap- 
| pointment is wrong. It is the only paper of the 
Lind that has ever been presented in this body. 
|| A vacancy was created by resignation to take 
effect at a future day, followed by an election to fill 
|| the vacancy from the date specified. Inthe mean 
|| time the Senator who resigned, to take effect at a 
|| future day, dies before that day arrives; and the 
|| vacancy of that seat in this body is by death, and 
|| not resignation, and should be filled accordingly. 
|| I think it cannot be filled in the form of the com- 
|| mission that has just been read. It should have 
| 
| 
' 
i 
| 


had no reference to Mr. Dixon’s election. The 
| question ought to be examined by the Committee 
| on the Judiciary before we pass away from it. 
| Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, 1 think there 
| can be no doubt in relation to this question. I 

think the suggestions made by the honorable Sen- 
|| ator from South Carolina, commend themselves 
|| to the favorable judgment of the Senate. The 
|| Senator from California is certainly wrong when 
|| he says, there is no commission conferred upon 
| the Senator from Kentucky, by the paper which 
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contravention of the Constitution, that limitation 
is void, and is mere surplusage, which does not 
affect the Senator’s right to the seat. , 3ut I think, 
as it isa question that may never arise, it is better 
that it should be passed over until the occasion 
yresenis itself, 

The PRESIDENT. There is no motion before 
the Senate. 

The conversation therefore dropped. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. RUSK. I formerly presented a petition 
from mail contractors for extra allowance. This 
subject was presented to the House of Representa- 
tives in 1844, where it was acted upon. During 
this session of Congress, the petition, with accom- 
panying papers, was presented here, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. In the examination of these papers, | 
found that the matter had been before Congress, 
and been acted upon; therefore it became neces- 
sary to obtain the papers which were presented 
with the petition originally. These were in the 
office of the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives. I applied for them, and he said that he 
could not permit them to leave his office, without 
an order of the House. 1 therefore procured the 


order withdrawing them, for the purpose of pre- | 


senting them to the Senate; which I now do, and 
move that they be referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

They were so referred. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of Franklin county, Massachusetts, praying that 
the homestead bill may become a law; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SOULE presented a resolution of the Uni- 
ted States Agricultural Society, praying to be in- 
corporated; which was referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Also, resolutions of the National Convention 
for the promotion of Agriculture, asking the aid of 
Congress in promoting the interests of that branch 
of industry; which were referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Mr. COOPER. I have been requested to pre- 
sent the memorial of William Beschke, a native 
of Prussia, and a naturalized citizen of the United 
States, praying Congress to examine an invention 
which he denominates a *‘ breech-loading steady 
ship-gun,’’ and also a mode! propeller. I will 
merely state that I know the gentleman. He is 
a man of education and scientific attainments. 
His gun has been examined by a number of gen- 
tlemen, and has been pronounced a very extraor- 
dinary invention, This much [ thought but just 
to the memorialist to state before moving to refer 
the memorial to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
which I now do. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. MORTON presented the petition of George 
J. Tehnbaver, praying additional compensation for 
taking the Seventh Census in Florida; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GWIN presented a petition of citizens of 
Nevada, California, praying the establishment of 
a branch Mintin that State; which was ord: red to 
be laid on the table. 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred the me- 
morial of Anna De Neufville, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a joint resolution for the relief of 
the heir of John De Neufville and son; which was 
read and passed to the second reading. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 


NOAH HANSON, 


Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolu- | 


tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he | 
is hereby, directed to pay out of the contingent fund of the | 


Benate, to Mrs. W. Maria Hanson, as administratrix of the 
estate of Noah Hanson, late a messenger of the Senate, the 
usual per diem compensation for his services from March 
27, 1851, to June 1, 1851, and from October 1, ta November 
1, 1851, the time of his decease, and also to pay the funeral 


expenses of said Hanson, as heretofore paid in similar 
eases. 


DERBY’S REPORT. 


Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution | 


for consideration: 


Resolved, That one thousand additional copies of the re- 
port of the Secretary of War of the iSdref June, commu- | 


nieating, in compliance with @ resolution of tke Senate, a |) 


ye ae 


ee — att} 
x 


| sible. 


reconnoissance of the Gulf of California, and the Colorado 
river, by Lieutenant Derby, be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DAWSON, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of certain Mexicans living in territory acquired 
by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


BILLS PASSED. 

The following engrossed bills were severally 
read a third time and passed: , 

An act allowing exchanges of school lands, and 
authorizing selections for deficiencies in certain 
cases; and 

An act to provide for the survey of the public 
lands in California, the granting of donation priv- 
ileges therein, and for other purposes. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. HUNTER. Some time since a resolution 
from the House, in relation to the adjournment of 
Congress, was, upon my motion, ordered to lie 
upon the table. 1 desire now to move to take it 
up for consideration, 

Mr. SHIELDS. [ would ask the honorable 
Senator from Virginia if he wishes to fix the day 
of adjournment until we know something about 
the appropriation bills? 

Mr. HUNTER. I had intended to state, that 
it was my purpose, if the resolution should be 
taken up, to move to amend it by fixing the 30th 
of August, which I think is the earliest day upon 
which we can adjourn. It will be for the Senate, 
however, to determine what day it will fix. My 
own opinion is, that, by the 30th day of August, 
we ought to be able to get through with the busi- 
ness of the session. If the Senate should take up 
the resolution, it is my purpose to offer theamend- 
ment I have indicated. 1 should not be willing to 
vote to fix an earlier day, and I fear we cannot 
get through the necessary business if we fix an 
earlier day. 

The motion to take up the resolution was agreed 
to, and the Senate proceeded to consider it. It is 
as follows: 

‘* Resolved, (with the concurrence of the Senate.) That 
the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, close the present session of Congress 
by an adjournment of their respective Houses on Monday, 


the 16th day of August next, at the hour of twelve o’clock, 
meridian. *’ 


Mr. HUNTER. I move to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out ** sixteenth,’ and inserting 
‘**thirtieth,’’ so as to fix the day of adjournment 
for the 30th of August. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Iam as anxious as the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia to adjourn atan early 
day; but, I confess, we have been treated in such 
a way by the House for two sessions past, that I 
am very unwilling to close the door, by adopting 
such a resolution, before we receive the general 
appropriation bills. The last session we sat here, 
we had a certain number of hours in which to 
accomplish our work, and we had to hurry through 
the most important bills which came before Con- 
gress. We all recollect the manner in which that 
matter was conducted, and the scenes which were 
transacted in this Chamber. I think it is the duty 
of the House to send us the appropriation bills in 
due time; and when those bills come we will con- 
cur with them in adjourning as promptly as pos- 
But unless we do that; unless we make 
that understood, my impression is that those ap- 
pe bills will be kept back as they have 

een heretofore, and we will be compelled to ac- 


| cept them as they come from the House, without 
examining them, or to reject them in tote. Iam | 


anxious for an early adjournment; but I should 
dislike very much to be placed in the position in 
which we have been placed for the two sessions 
past. 

Mr. GWIN. I shall vote against fixing any 
day of adjournment until the amendment to the 
rules, suggested by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Norris,] is adopted. I am utterly 
opposed to fixing a day of adjournment, unless 
we have, ten days prior to that period, all the ap- 
propriation bills before us. 1 hope there will be 
no day fixed until that amendment to the rules is 
made. If we place ourselves in the power of the 


| House, they may send us the whole of these ap- 
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July 15, 
without examination. Iam opposed to fixing any 
day until the amendment of the rules, proposed 
by the Senator from New Hampshire, is adopted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If it be in order, I would 
move a resolution that the Secretary of the Senate 
be instructed to notify the House of Represent- 
atives, that the Senate will be ready to adjourn in 
ten days after we receive the appropriation bills 
from the House. As things now stand, it is held 
forth to the country that we are responsible for 
protracting this session of Congress. I wish it to 
be understood that the Senate are ready to ad- 
journ, at any time, as soon as we can receive the 
appropriation bills and have time to act upon them. 

suppose ten days would be sufficient, and would 
be the shortest time within which we could act 
upon them, if we should be ready to enter upon 
their consideration the moment they are received. 
I think it is due to the country, I think it is due 
to the other House, that they should know why 
it is that we are waiting and not fixing a day of 
adjournment. We are waiting simply for the 
House to send us those bills; and if the House 
can understand officially that that is the reason 
why the Senate is waiting, it will probably hasten 
the reception of the bills, and will, at any rate, let 
both the House and the country know the reason 
for the delay. 

The PRESIDENT. A proposition of the na- 
ture suggested by the Senator from Illinois, will 
not be in order. 

Mr. ADAMS. 1 shall vote against the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Virginia, 
with the hope that this body will concur in the 
resolution passed by the House, which has been 
on our table for the last month. I[t is suggested 
by the Senator from Iilinois, [Mr. Surenps,] that 
the appropriation bills may be sent here at so late 
a period, that this body will not have an opportu- 
nity to act upon them; and the last session has 
been referred to as an instance of that. I would 
ask that Senator, or any other Senator, whether, 
within the last twenty years, he has ever known 
any session of Congress, or of any other deliber- 
ative body, where the mass of business was not 
thrown on the last days of the session? It is so 
every session; and shall we better the matter by 
postponing the day of adjournment until the 30th 
of August? I think not. I think that if we de- 
termine to adjourn on the 16th of August, the 
House will send to the Senate the appropriation 
bills as soon as possible. At all events, it seems 
to me the Senate should concur in the resolution 
of the House, and then do the best we can. We 
have already consumed a great deal of time; and 
I think it is due to the Senate, it is due to the coun- 
try, it is due to the character of the Congress of 
the United States, that we should adjourn very 
early. In my humble opinion, we shall make 
more character, and do the country more good by 
an early adjournment, than by any legislation. 

Mr. t1AMLIN. [am willing to vote for the 
shortest time for adjournment that any Senator 
will name; | am willing to vote for the resolution 
of the House, which is now under consideration, 
if we can first have a vote of the House upon 
the resolution which has been submitted by 
the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Norris. ] 
But until we can have that, Lam not disposed to 
vote for any particular day of adjournment. 
There is a responsibility which rests upon this 
body in relation to the annual appropriation bills. 
When those bills are sent to us at the last week 
of the session, we assume that responsibility with- 
out being able to perfect those bills. We are 
made responsible for acts for which we should not 
be held responsible. 

Mr. BUTLER. Reject them. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator from South Car- 


olina says, “reject them.’? Now, the Senator 


| from South Carolina knows very well, that, how- 
| ever obnoxious, however objectionable, or how- 


ever wrong may be some of the provisions con- 
tained in an annual appropriation bill, it would be 
utter folly to attempt to reject it. If we, there- 
fore, proclaim to the House, that we shall be 
ready to adjourn at any period of time within ten 
days after they shall forward to us the appropria- 
tion bills, it seems to me that we discharge our 
whole duty. é 

I understood the suggestion made by the Sen- 
ator from Illinois [Mr. Doveras] tabe a distinct 


propriation bills two or three days before the || motion. I suppose the amendment of the Senator 


adjournment, and we shall be fore 


to pass them \| from Virginia will be first in order; but after the 
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que stion shall be taken upon his motion to amend, 
[ suppose it will be in order to move toamend the 
resolution by striking out the whole of it, and 
passing in its place a resolution that the Senate 
will be re dy to adjourn within ten days after the 
appropriation bills shall be sent to it from the 
House; or let the resolution lie upon the 
until the Senator from New Hampshire shal! have 
the opportunity of passing his amendment to the 
joint rules, and send it to the House, and let them 
concur in it, I will then vote to adjourn on the 
16th of August, or at any time after they shall 
rive us ten days to pass = the appropriation 
bills; and, in my j judgment, t hat is a very limited 
time. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, there are two 
classes of objections to the amendment which I 
have proposed. The Senator from Illinois [Mr. 
Sure.ps] objects that it is unsafe to fix any day for 
ac diournme nt at all until we get the appropriation 

Is, and in that he is sustained by the Senator 
from Maine. The Senator from Mississippi, and 

ithers, think we ought to adopt the resolu- 

tion as it came from the House, and fix the time 
of adjournment for the 16th of August. I am 
inclined to think that it would not be wise to wait 
appropriation bills are sent from the 
that it would be more politic to fix 
y, by which the business of the couutry 
vuld be transacted, if the two Houses 

{to do so 


} 
i 


were dis- 
, not only because it is proper in 
because it is usual, and operates as a 
ort of notice between the two Houses that the ses- 
rminate at that time, and they appl 
nselves more closely to business after the day 


journment is fixed. Such has been our ex- 


j rier ( retofore 
I doubt, if we were to fix no day, whether th 
appropriation lls would be here by the end of 


| 
August. I thitk it probable that the House would 
t ue tod lay, and that we might have 
*h Congress has been 





ae ates in whi 





for some time past 
‘do I think it would be altogether cour- 
- proper to send to the Hlouse such a res- 


as my friend from Illinois [Mr. D« 


IUGLAS] 





proposes to send. He proposes to send our See 
retaryv dow 1 to the Hous >to say that ** within ten 
d ys ifter you send us the appropriation bills we 

ll be ready to adjourn.*’ It would be, in effect, 


us from adjourning but 


saying, ‘* nothing prevent 
your neglect to discharge your appropriate func- 
ions and duties.” 
Mar. GY VIN. It is true. 
. HUNTER. 

be courteous in us to say tl 
It seems to me 


If it be true, It would scarcel 

nis to the other oes, 
that it would be improper. I 
elieve that if the appropriation bills were here, 
we could perhaps get through with them in ten 
days, but it would be very hard work. I think 
that would be hardly time enough to allow. Be- 
sides, what would be the meaning of the phrase? 
Should we wait for ten days after all the appro- 
priation bills get here, or ten days after the first 
one? They have already sent us two appropria- 
tion bills—very small ones it is true—pension 
bills, wh ich have been acted on. If it means that 
be ready to adjourn ten days after the 
ast appropriation bill shall be sent to us, it might 
be more time than would be necessary for the 
consideration of any one bill. But I think it is 
objection able on the ‘ground that it would be con- 
sidered discourteous, and would engage us in 
disputes with the other House, which I wish to 








On the other hand, it is my opinion, from what 
I can learn, and I have endeavored to ascertain— 
for lam. anxious to fix as early a day as the Sen- 
itor from Mississippi ot any other gentleman— 

t we cannot get through with the necess sary 
yusiness of the country by the 16th of Aurust, 
even if ‘the House and the Senate were both to 
work as long and as much as could reasonably be 
expected of them. We not only have all the 
main appropriation bills to act upon, except the 
two small pension bills to which I have referred, 
but ue have a vast mass of other business upon 
the Calendar which ought to be attended to. I 
am told that the House has done very little in re- 

gard to privateclaims. It will probably be insist- 
ed upon ‘that it shall devote some two or three 
d lays to the Private Calendar, before it adjourns; 
and itis right and proper that it should do some- 
thing for the relief of private claimants. We all 
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know that if we were to work diligently from now 
unul the 30th of August, it would be as much as 
we could do to dispatch properly the business 


connected with the ap rropriation bills, and certau 
other bills relating to the business of the country, 
some of which we have sent down to the Hous 

and some of which are yet to sonsidered—bills 
of grent importance. I do not think, therefore, 


that it would be safe to fix any day t] 
the 30th of August, and yet I think we ought to 
fix on the first day we ca , with safety , to operate 
by way of notice to the House and to the cour 
d to get through, if 
} 


t 
that day; and I think it would be an inducement 


earner 


try that we im n 


nossible, by 


to the House themselves to do business mort 
rapidly. 

Mr. BUTL — I made a remark just now 
whic ich, perhaps, I might as well explain. 1 in- 


ited that it weld be proper in some cases to 
} ] 


re ject the appropriation | say so erain. If 


House give us notice that they will adjourn 
on the 16th of August, and they fail to send us 
the appropriation bills within such time as they 
themselves have indicated, | say, for o1 e, on the 
responsibility of a Senator, th it I would not take 


their bills blindly; but | would be wi 


rtorele 


} ! ; . ne bas oe 
the bad ones, and leave the responsibility with 
em I want no controversy between the two 


Houses; and when the intimation is thrown out 


th t the HH use h is 


not transacted business with 


lispatch, | think we might as well look to some 
delays in this | dy, occasioned by such discus 
ions as took pla with regard to the Col 


KE. Mr. President, I have no pri 
ake of my desire | 
ss to adjourn. I will let that matter 
tself; but I want to call the attention 
to the fact, that two years ago we 
know exactly when, to adjourn 
30th of Sentember. On the 94th of Sep- 





tember, six days before that, we had an appropri 
yn bill sent to us from the House, making 
810.000.0000 for 


os Trait ; Leet 
service of the l nited States, 


appropriation of some 


That was commit- 


ted to our appropri ite commiuttee; and, Ss day 
intervening, on the 298th of ree er, when we 
bade alibdin Ge the 30th, we had, for the first 
time, under consideration that bill making appri 


~ 10,000,000. I had 
iven some attention to the subject, and I asked 


] } i] aan ; 
to have that bill read through one e, and I reme m- 


priatious te th > amount of 


y 


ber that half a dozen or a dozen Senators got 
around 


that I would not be so factious, but that I would 


| 1 


me immediately, begging, for God’s sake, 


> request t have read through once a 


bill that was to appropriate about as much money 
it used to cost that ** extravacant’’ admi ra- 
tion of John Quincy Adams to get throuch the 


> 


year witl sut | believe the bill was read tl rove 
once, and on that day it was passed. at was re 
marked by a Senator from North Carolina, [Mr 
Bapcer,| that it was within his knowl aa that 
; against their convictions, be- 
cause, they said, there was no time to col der 
amendments. Lie mentioned a fact which 
vithin the recollection of many Senators who now 
hear me, tha 
tucky, now deceased, was in his place, and voted 
with me on an amendment, merely because, he 
said, there was not time to consider it: and his 
ite was given against his judgment bec 


an honorable Senator from Ken- 


e tnere 
was no ume. 

Now, Iam not willing to put myself in that 
tion. I will not vote for any day, 30th or 
40th, that may be named, until Il am sure the busi 


nos 


> ' 

ness of the Senate is In such a position that I m: Ly 
quit my elf of the responsi lity ich belongs 
i d t 

to me—and I conceive that I hav: ome is an 


individual Senator, of exercis 
judgment upon the appropriation bilis which may 
be sent here. 

I remember,too, one very important bill, a bill 
making appropriations for all the light-houses of 
the United States—a matter of very great import 
ance to commerce—and the question was how fast 
could run from here to the House, and 
from the House to the President’s, to get that 
light-house bill signed. believe it was estimated 
thatif our clerks could run from here to the House, 
and from there back to the President’s room, and 
then here again in five minutes, it might be passed. 
Five minutes was all the time we had under the 
position in which we voluntarily put ourselves, 


aeierative 





our clerks 
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for the consideration of a | making appropria 
tions for all the licht-hourges in the United § tates 
Now, sir, | am willing to take the responsibility 

1 the odium, 1 * y vd im comes with it, of 
absolutely ref g to fix any day f for adjournme 
intil we can be satisfied that we shall be in a situ 
ition in which we may discharge the responsi 

wh i ) ) . OY de ibe ately ( : dar 
the} os I tous to appronriat the 
money f the pe e ; 

Mr. BORLAND. Ia s anxious as any « 

» adjourn, and | think e Senator from Missis 
Sippl ive some ly why W s! d ad 
urn atan early day rt wa her wl 
e might have added, | s has a goo 
{ eal oft fluer ‘ “ } e, j ne to ud ir 
it an early day; thatis, that it w atly pro 
mote the comfort of Senato ind ‘ rf the 
other House, as we he ra ( reas 
B t, Sir, my constituent ire too eresied 
in impo it measur \ é " ding be 

fore Congress, to perm e to vote fi 
me ata day so early it it ld ne inev 
ta ly preve { ie sace I ese \ refi 8 
ng them time Il would adjo ext week if the 
busine which we have before ruld be ed 
upon by nat time Ldo 1 evieve it ¢ * 
tne LSé | don penueve } : eacted u 
the 16th f Augu Id V ihe ( many i 
portant | sure icted \ 0) 
f Augus B e set ) ve ‘ 
e Vv “ iS i ,~ al | ecem ) ! 
vod rea 1) nigl et thre h witl f 
ortant business by that tim i shall \ fi 
me iment ot t mse ator fr \ } 

But, Mr. Preside I k there ‘ . 
eration—and it seems to be the mai e br 
forward here against an early ad ment—wt 
has very little foundation fact I 

rtance of passing the j ropria j | 
view of what has been the action of t i Lrove 
nent within the last year especially—I 
the Executive Gi rnment—lI de i nse 

elieve that it i r of iratively é 
p nce é ve pass i I 
or not inady for the el I mer 
itor from \V 1, (Mr. H TE! ' 
ot rie Cr mH I ! ! t i Vv ti 
to report ed ncy s ve 

K fi He which ' 
and conclusivel' a ilwhether we pass the appro 

rl ion ts ‘ A t we ] items mm 
them or nol f ilar character, the icxe 


utive finds no difficulty in carrying on the Gov- 


ernment. If it be lawful, if it right for u 


Department of the Gove rie t 
rations, incur expel , and e the f | 
in the administration of the Gove 
out an appropriation DY law, the : this 
iety and solicitude which Senat sanifi 
t! e subj ct of the an ria i 
opinion, very little t | with t merits 
question Suppose we pa nappr 

ippose, in our. diseretion, we pprot te | 
half as much as the Executive De riment of the 
Government said would be f sary, dot 
make any difference to the amount Suppose 
we leave out three, five, t i \ V Lion 
from the fifty or sixty m sper ni vhich 
I stppose we shal nave to use for the ; nse 
of the Government under this Ad iinistration, w 
that lessen the e3 er sof the G vernment | 
we may | dge from the past,it w erve but 
stimulant to expend more I do not know 
we weae to leave it to the discretion of the Exe 
utive altogether, that we ould gain son 
for the pu » interest; for when, last year, we re 
fu d nappy ti Ked fi ro e FF xe iv 

De rtm ,in disregard of ‘ vent 

on and not only expended what ré 1, but 
made the amount a little larger. if 1 am capable of 
making the calculation. 

Mr. SEWARD. I shall vote for e amenc 
ment proposed by the Se f \ nia, | 
cause I am satisfied that it is the duty of the Se 


bringing this 


ate to cooperate with the HLlouse 
session to a close Ww reasonable time I 
have never known a legislative bedy to adjourn in 
any other way, except | y a prorogath n power 
' lution similar tothie. I have 
never known any deliberative body that adjourned 
itself in any other way than by a resolution intro- 
duced in one House, passed, and sent to the other 


to meet its approbation, fixing a day in advance 


elsewhere, or by res 
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at which time it was supposed, upon consultation, prior to the Ist day of January, ensuing our meet- | Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Norris, Rusk, Shields, Sumner, and 


that both would probably get through the business | ing; and that scarcely ever is an appropriation Walker—12. 


a ; =? t NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Bor- 
before them. I can see very well that we shall bill reported to the House of Representatives be- | jang Bright, Brodhead, Brooke, Butler, Chariton, Chase 
, : ase, 


not be prepared to adjourn on the day named by | fore the Ist of February? And yet we always | Clarke, Cooper, Dawson, De Saussure, Dodge of Wiscon- 
the [louse of Representatives, but if we extend |, adjourn on the 4th of March, as required by the a Felch, ny toege = —— King, ee Mason, 

Faeroe yrtnivht. and vive them notic > : C at ion. y . . Meriwether, Miller, Pratt, Sebastian, Seward, Smith 
the time a fortnight, g m notice now, if Joustitution What, now, is the object of this Soulé, Spruance, Toucey, Upham, and’ Wade—34. ’ 
they act as they have always acted, and as all | limitation? To place upon us the same necessity | 


legislative bodies with which [I have had any _ in the long session, which we have prolonged for || So the ee ee ee agreed to. 
acquaintance have acted, they will then address nine months, as the Constitution places upon us || Mr. RUSK. I move to postpone the further 


themselves to the business that devolves upon |, for a short session. We shall then act more and | consideration of the subject until to-morrow. If 
them. The amendment of the Senator from Vir- || talk less, and debate no measure that it is not de- || W& 80 0" with itnow we shall inevitably consume 
ginia strikes me as being reasonable and practica- || sirable to pass. I therefore shall vote against the | ‘he whole day in debating it. The chairman of 
ble, and | am sure we shall never adjourn in any || amendment of the Senator from Virginia; and I | the Committee on Military Affairs yesterday gave 
other way but by the passage of a resolution. say to him, in doing so, that I have great confi- | NOMCe that he would to-day call up a most import- 
Mr. MILLER. I have been a member of this | dence in his judgment; but he ought not to seek to ant bill, which was reported from that committee 
body about ten years, and at the end of every |) be the judge of the House of Representatives; he || —°" that is extremely important to the country, 
long session of Congress during that time, we have || ought not to take it upon himself to say that the || “8 itis to the State I represent, for we are con- 
had the same difficulty in fixing the time of ad- || House of Representatives will not do what they | stantly being murdered by the Indians there; and 
journment. If gentlemen will turn their attention || have proposed to do. They have said that they I hope it will be taken up and considered. 
to the debates which took place whenever a reso- || will be ready to adjourn on the 16th of August. | Several Senators. We can vote on the res- 
lution of this kind came from the House, they will | Let us pass the resolution. If there should be | olution now. . 6h 
find that what has been said to-day is nothing || any failure, by our concurring in it, and we should Mr. RUSK. I withdraw the motion, if we can 
more than a repetition of what has been said be- || be driven to the inevitable necessity of passing | ©°M€ to & vote. 
fore—the difficulty of getting through the business || another resolution extending the time of the ad- || Mr. ADAMS. | Task for the yeas and nays on 
at the time fixed by the House; and yet experi- |; journment, the fault will not be ours, but will be || the amendment of the Senator from Virginia. _ 
ence has. shown that we never commence really to || that of the House of Representatives. The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
work up the business of the nation until the House Mr. HUNTER. I desire to state a fact, which || taken resulted—yeas 22, nays 22; as follow: 
designates the time of adjournment. When the | is made necessary by the remarks of the Senator 1 YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Borland, Bright, Brod- 
period is once fixed, we go to work knowing the || from Georgia. Iam notassuming to be the judge || head, Brooke, Butler, Chariton, Dodge of Iowa, Felch, 
time we have and the business likely to come be- | of the other House. 1 have consulted with some went, Hahter, Sees, Hsien, Me, Seen, Seward, 


: . : . Smith, Spruance, Sumner, Upham, and Wade—22. 
fore us, and prepare ourselves to adjourn at the | of the experienced members of the Committee of NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Chase, Clarke, Cooper, 


time fixed by the two Houses. With regard to | Ways and Means, and from what they tell me, it || Davis, Dawson, De Saussure, Dodge of Wisconsin, Geyer, 
the general appropriation bills, I think there are |, will be unsafe to adjourn before the 30th of Au- || Gvin, Hale, Hamlin, King, Mallory, Norris, Pratt, Rusk, 
more difficulues suggested here than actually ex- || gust. pe ees ener one veer ne 

ist. The principal and most important matters | Mr. DAWSON. The Senator will pardon me || So the amendment was rejected. 

contained in those bills are national matters. We || for saying that we have their declaration in the Mr. MERIWETHER, when his name was 
all understand generally what they ought to be; || resolution. It is their public act before the coun- || called, said: I ask to be excused from voting. 
and it is not necessary for the body to wait until || try. By that we are to be judged; not by the || The question is one on which I do not feel pre- 
the House sends them to us for the purpose of | private conversation of some of their members. pared to vote, not being apprised of the state of 
calling our attention to them. All these matters Mr. SHIELDS. I desire to make a statement. || the business before Congress. 

are thought of by honorable Senators. They | I think it may relieve us from embarrassment. The PRESIDENT. If such is the pleasure of 
know generally the nature of the appropriation || Perhaps we had better keep the resolution in our || the Senate the gentleman will be excused. 

bills, and are prepared to act upon them when || own power. Let it lie on the table; and let us Mr. SHIELDS. If it be in order now, I will 
they come. The respective committees of the || adapt ouraction upon it to the action of the House. |; move to lay the resolution on the table. My 
Senate have already considered, [ have no doubt, | I should dislike to send it-back. I would rather | reason for it is, that I think we are going to get 
many of the important matters contained in them. | have the original resolution in our power, and || into some difficulty. I really apprehend, though 
When they have come here, the difficulty has not | await some further action of the House on the | I am anxious to adjourn on the day designated 
been with regard to the important matters con- || business before them. '| by the House, that the business is not in such a 
tained in them, for want of a proper investigation, Mr. GWIN. No member of the Senate is || way as to enable us to do so. I am anxious to 
but on account of some factious opposition fre- || more anxious for an early adjournment than I am; || adjourn; but kshould prefer to keep this resolu- 
quently made to certain ee Now, || for unless we adjourn early, it will be impossible || tion in our own power forthe present. I suggest 
that opposition will be made, no matter how far || for the Senators and Representatives from Cali- || to the Senator from Virginia, whether it will at all 
distant you may fix the day. If you fix as the | fornia to go home before the next session; but I | retard the business, to keep it a week longer in 
day the Ist of October, you will find the same || shall not vote for any day of adjournment until | our power? I am as anxious to adjourn as he is; 
difficulty when the time arrives. I also under- || we get the appropriation bills from the House of || but there are so many important bills to be acted 
stand that the other House is now prepared, and || Representatives. I had some little experience on || upon, that I think if we adjourn on the 16th, from 
intend to take up immediately the appropriation || that subject during the last Congress. The Sen- || the way the House transacts business, we shall 
bills. They have already changed their hour of || ator from New Hampshire [Mr. Haxe] has al- || disappoint the country. If it be competent, I will 
meeting from twelve to eleven o’clock, and I have || luded to what took place during the last long ses- | move to lay the resolution on the table, for the 
no doubt that the eee bills will be taken || sion of Congress. The light-house hill passed || purpose of taking it up again at a proper time, as 
up and acted upon by that body on or about the | here without even being read. He might have || soon as we ascertain the state of things in the 
Ist of August. I think we might get through the || named that; and the bill at the last session was || House. I do not feel prepared to vote for it now 
business at the time fixed by the House, but for | passed also without being read; and it contained | as it stands. 


fear there may be some difficulty in that, [am | provisions which make a perfect mass of nonsense, Several Senators. Move to postpone it. _ 
willing to vote for the amendment of the Senator | so far as portions of my State are concerned. I Mr. SHIELDS. I will change my motion, 
from Virginia. | think this experience, which we have had so re- | and move to postpone the further consideration of 


Mr. DAWSON. I do not intend to make a | cently, should induce us to withhold our assent | the resolution until this day week. By that time 
speech upon the subject, but merely to state the | from any adjournment until we have an opportu- || I think the House will have taken some action, 
reasons why I shall vote for the original resolu- | nity of examining such important bills. I am || which will enable us to act more intelligently. , 
tion. Itis said by every Senator that we are anx- || therefore entirely opposed to fixing a day of ad- || Mr. DAVIS. I hope that motion will prevail. 
ious to adjourn, and such I believe to be the feeling | journment now. Ithink itis a matter of necessity || It is hardly worth while for me to go into the 
of all. Itis stated by the Senator from Illinois, | that we should have some assurance of receiving | reasons; but I really should be glad to know 
that wecan adjourn within ten days after the re- |, the appropriation bills from the House in a rea- | whether we can accomplish the business which is 
ception of the appropriation bills; and that if we || sonable time, before we come to a determination | indispensably oe? before we fix upon the 
do not adjourn the fault will be with the House of upon an adjournment. They have not taken bills day of adjournment. think we have been put 
Representatives. The House of Representatives | from the Speaker’s table which we passed months || to great inconvenience, and done injustice to our- 
have announced to us by resolution, that they | ago. Talk about the progress of Sadlanes made | selves and to the country, by the hurried manner 
will be ready to adjourn on the 16th of August. | by that House! They have made no progress. || in which we have heretofore been obliged, at the 
Are they not the best judges of their own power We cannot judge of the future by the past; or, if || close of the session, to vote upon important bills. 
and capacity to discharge the duty incumbent on | we can, there will be no adjournment at all. We || All the important bills of the session are in the 
them? And are we going to give an excuse for’ should not put it out of our power to examine the | rear at this moment—more in the rear than at any 
the extension of this session of Congress, by add- | appropriation bills when they send them to us. I || session which has occurred. I should be glad to 
ing fifteen or sixteen days to the session, thereby | hope, therefore, there will be no action here on # experiment a little before the resolution is disposed 
changing the onus before the public from the House | this subject until we have some evidence that we " of, to see what progress we can make. Whenever 
to the Senate? My own judgment is, that the | shall have time to examine those bills, or, at least, | we can see day-light in regard to an adjournment, 
House of Representatives will send us the whole | until the passage of the amendment to the rules | the earlier the better; but I should be loth to go 
of these bills, at least by the 4th or 5th of next | proposed by the Senator from New Hampshire, | away without discharging our obligations to the 
month—especially as they have said so; and that || [Mr. gee I hope that amendment may be | country, by pessicg the necessary appropriation 
we can take up the witels of the measures and | agreed to; and, in the mean time, I move to lay | and other bills. By passing the resolution, we 


carry them through, and be prepared to adjourn | the resolution on the table. | may throw the opecenansy of discharging our 
at the time designated. What is to prevent us?}| Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays on | duty out of our hands. e came very near it, 
Is it not known to every Senator who has been | the motion, and they were ordered; and being | at the session before the last. We were driven 


here during the sessions limited by the Constitu- || taken resulted—yeas 12, nays 34; as follow: | within three or four hours of the last moments of 
tion to ninety days, that no business is transacted || YEAS—Messrs. Davis, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Geyer, || the session, to pass the most important business 
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we had. I do not want to be put in that position 
again. 

Mr. PRATT. Iam satisfied that, but for the 
motion of the honorable Senator from Virginia, 
[Mr. [ivunter,] by which this resolution was laid 
upon the table when sent here from the House, 
we should have been prepared to adjourn upon 
the day indicated by the House. Ll am further 
satisfied, that if it continues to lie on the table, we 
shall be in the same position at the end of one 
month, or two months, that we are to-day. It is, 
therefore, essential, in my opinion, that we should 
act upon the resolution fixing upon some day at 
which the session of Congress shall be broughi' to 
aclose. I believe that if we fix upoar the 16th. of 
August, the day mentioned by the House, the 
House will of course, in justice to the country at 
large, go to work upon those measures alone 
which are essential to be passed, and they will be 
in as good a position to do justice to the country 
as they will be by any postponement which we 
may make. We shall have at last to rely ina great 
degree upon the examination made by the com- 
mittees of this body, to which these measures 
will be referred. It would be impossible for every 
Senator to discuss the details and particulars of 
them. We must rely in a great degree upon the 
judgment of thecommittees, and I, for one, am pre- 
pared now to vote for the resolution of the House. 
At any rate, we ought to act definitively upon the 
subject, and I therefore hope the motion to post- 
pone will not prevail. 

Mr. SOULE. 
sions entertained with reference to an early ad- 
journment are unfounded. It would seem to be the 
opinion of some that the postponement of this 
resolution will give us some security that the 
business of the House will be brought up in time, 
and that the Senate will be allowed to act ad- 
visedly upon the measures which will come be- 
fore it. Such seems certainly to be the object 
sought after by those who oppose the adjourn- 
ment on the 16th of August. But will they realize 
what they mean to effect by voting against the 
resolution? In my judgment they willnot. The 


experience of the past affords a presumption to || 
the contrary. Now we have the House committed | 


by the very — which it has thought hy oe to 
take—committed not only to the Senate but to 


the country—committed how? To the effect that | 


it will in due time send to this body those meas- 
ures which it cannot be expected we would be 
willing to pass without due consideration. Is not 
that the obvious bearing and effect of the resolu- 
tion? Clearly it is. 

And what are we going to do by postponing 
the resolution? Precisely the contrary of what we 
expect to realize. We are going to exonerate the 
House from the obligation which it has volunta- 
rily and by its own act assumed, and incur it our- 
selves. I, for one, am unwilling todoso. I feel 
bound to presume that the House is as much 
aware of its responsibility as we can be of ours. 
I feel bound to presume that it will set itself 
to work, so as to avoid the consequences of 
that responsibility; but should my presumption 
in that respect be unfounded—if I were wrong in 
what I take pleasure to expect from the dispo- 
sition of the House, then I am not at a loss as 
to the course I shall pursue. Whenever time 
shall be wanting for me to consider deliberately of 


measures committed to my judgment, | shall de- | 


cline acting at all, and let the responsibility rest 
whereitmay. But, sir, I do not apprehend these 
extremities. The House willact—the more read- 
ily and promptly on account of the very position 


I shall, therefore, be for concurring at once in the 
resolution, as being the only means for bringing 
the business of this session to a close. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I do not mean to protract 
the debate. I take no pleasure in throwing the 
responsibility or onus on the House. The only 
question, { consider, is this: Shall we be able to 
transact the important business of the session in 
the time stated? The inquiries [ have made in 
relation to the business in the House satisfy me 
that we shall not. Not one important measure 
has passed Congress this session. The table of 
the House is loaded with important bills from the 
Senate. And does any man suppose that they, 
and the appropriation bills, can pass within the 
time fixed in the resolution? I think not. I shall 
therefore persist in“my motion to postpone the 


It strikes me that the apprehen- || 


THE CO 


| industriously engaged in doing very little. 


| fer the consideration 
| week. 


resolution for a week, and then, after having 
made inquiries, if I think we can adjourn on the 
16th, | will unite with other gentlemen in endeav- 
oring to do so. But if it be detrimental to the 
public business we ought not to adjourn, no mat- 
ter where the responsibility falls. 

Mr. BRIGHT. L[coneur in the opinion ex- 
pressed by the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. 
Pratrt,] that had the Senate taken up the resolu- 
tion of the House when it was first brought here 
and concurred in it, we could have been ready at 
the time specified to adjourn; but having failed to 
do so, we have as usual since that time been very 
More- 
over, events have occurred since that time which 
lost to both the Houses five or six days. The vote 
taken but a few moments ago, shows that there 
are but forty-four Senators present. Six are absent 
by order of the Senate. In these circumstances, 
[ think it would be very proper to agree to the 
motion made by the Senator from Illinois, to de- 
of the resolution for one 
If then we find that we shall be able to 
get through by the middle of next month, we 
ought to agree to the resolution. But | have my 


| doubts upon that point, and I am unwilling to see 


the remnant of the session—the little which is 


| left—employed in hasty legislation, as has been 


the case more or less for the last five or six ses- 
sions. Gentlemen prepare their business, and are 
unable to get itupat an early part of the session— 
hence, at the close, it is put through either shape- 
less or not atall. I was in hopes that theclose of 
this session would be distinguished somewhat for 
its attention to and care of, not only public, but 
private business. There is an immense amount 
of private business undisposed of, which is now 
in its incipient stage. If the amendment moved 
by the Senator from Virginia had been agreed to, 


| namely: to adjourn on the 30th of August, I think 


we could have wound up the business by that time. 
I was in hopes that that would have been agreed 
to by the Senate, but I shall now vote with the 
Senator from Illinois, to postpone the resolution. 
Mr. PRATT asked for the yeas and nays upon 
the motion to postpone; and thev were ordered. 
Mr. RUSK. If the honorable Senator will 
change his motion to postpone till Monday next, 
I will vote for it. I think we can act upon it as 
well on Monday as in a week from this time. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I would make the modifica- 
tion most cheerfully, only my object is to make 
some inquiries as to the condition of business in 
the House—to ascertain how it stands, and how 
we stand. I would change it, if I could obtain 
that information by that time. 
The PRESIDENT. It can only be modified 


by unanimous consent, the yeas and nays having 


| been ordered. 


Mr. HALE. I object. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


resulted—yeas 27, nays 19; as follows: 


YEAS —Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Borland, Bright, Brod- 
head, Brooke, Charleton, Davis, De Saussure, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Felch, Foot, Geyer, Gwin, 


| Hale, Hamlin, James, Jones of lowa, Mallory, Mason, 
| Meriwether, Norris, Sebastian, Shields, Sumner, and Up 


ham—27 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Butler, Chase, Clarke, 
Cooper, Dawson, Hunter, King, Miller, Pratt, Rusk, Sew 
ard, Sith, Soulé, Spruance, Toucey, Wade, and Walker, 
—19. 


So the further consideration of the resolution 
was postponed till Thursday next. 
RECONSIDERATION, 


Mr. NORRIS. I move to reconsider the vote 


i by which the amendment of the Senator from Vir- 
in which the resolution has placed its members. || 


ginia to the resolution which has just been post- 
oned was rejected. The motion, | suppose, can 
»e entered on the Journal. 

The PRESIDENT. That will not be neces- 
sary. The resolution has been pestponed; and 
the motion can be made when it comes up again. 

Mr. NORRIS, I suppose the motion must be 
made either to-day or to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that 
no object can be effected by making the motion 
now, unless the Senate take up the resolution 
again by reconsidering the motion postponing it. 
When it comes up again, this day week, the mo- 


| tion can be made to insert either the 30th, or any 


other day in place of the 16th. 

Mr. NORRIS. But I suppose the motion to 
reconsider must be made to-day. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator does not 
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exactly understand the Chair. The reconsidering 
of the vote which rejected the striking out of the 
16th and inserting the 30th would have no effect 
on the resolution whatever. The resolution has 
been postponed until Thursday next. 

Mr. NORRIS, The Chair does not seem to 
understand me. I have given notice, that wher 
the resolution comes up, I will move a reconsid- 
eration of the vote rejecting the amendment of the 
Senator from Virginia. 

The PRESIDENT. That will not be neces- 
sary. When the resolution comes up again, the 
Senator can move to strike out ** 16th,’ and in- 
sert any other day. 

Mr. HUNTER. Will it be in order to move 
it when the resolution comes up again, the Senate 
having decided against it? 

The PRESIDENT. The Senate having decided 
against it to-day will not prevent their deciding it 
again. The motion to reconsider, however, can 
be entered upon the journal. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 

On motion by Mr. NORRIS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution, sub- 
mitted by him for consideration yesterday: 

Resolved, That (the House of Representatives concu: 
ring) the sixteenth joint rule of the two Houses be amended 
by adding the following thereto: ‘ And all general appro 
priation bills shall be sent at least ten days previous to the 
day fixed for the adjournment of Congress.”’ 

Mr. SHIELDS. I would suggest to the Sena- 
tor to amend the resolution by mserting after the 
word ** sent,’’ the words ** to the Senate.’’ It is 
too general as it stands. 

Mr. NORRIS. ‘That was the original form in 
which the resolution was drawn up; but 1 do not 
think there can be anything unconstitutional in the 
Senate originating appropriation bills. 

Mr. GWIN 1 hope the Senator from New 
Hampshire will not alter his resolution. I hope 
I have no doubt of the 
power of the Senate to originate appropriation 
ills. An appropriation bill is not one for the 
raising of revenue. We havecertainly the power 
of originating appropriation bills, which are dif- 
ferent from bills for raising revenue. 
hope the resolution will remain as it is. 

The resolution was adopted; and, as amended, 
the sixteenth joint rule will read thus, if the House 
of Representatives shall concur: 


I therefore 


** No bill that shall have passed one House, shall be sent 
for concurrence to the other on either of the last three days 
of the session ; and all general appropriation bills shall be 
sent at least ten days previous to the day fixed for the ad 
journment of Congress.’’ 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the bill from the House of 
Representatives, to supply deficiencies in the ap- 
propriations for the service of the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1852, with the amendments thereto, 
submitted the following report: 


They recommend that the Senate should agree to the 
amendment of the House, to strike out all after the word 
** cents,”’ in line 7, of the twelfth amendment of the Senate, 
except the following provisions : 

For presents and provisions for Indians visiting superin 
tendent on official business, $1,000. 

For traveling expenses of the superintendent and the 
necessary attendants, $2,500.”" 

That it should disagree to the amendment of the House 
to the fourteenth ainendment of the Senate 

That it should agree to the amendments of the Honee to 
the twenty. filth amendment of the Senate, with the follow 
ing amendments: 

Strike out “ $43,700,” and insert “ $16,090," in line 6, 
of the House amendment, following line 71 of the 
amendment, and add after line 18, in the said House amend 
ment, as follows: 

“For per diem compensation and mileage of Senators, 
members of the House of Representatives, and Delegstes, 
$50,000.” 

That it should insist on the eighteenth amendment, and 
concur in all the other amendments of the [louse to the 
Senate amendments. 


Senate 


The twelfth amendment to which the report 
refers, was as follows: 


“1. Page 7, after line 142, insert: 

“2. For expenses of establishing the superintendency of 
Indian Affairs in California, authorized by the act of 3d of 
March, 1852, viz: 

“1. For salary of superintendent, $1,318 08. 

“9. For salary of clerk, $824 17. 

‘3. For rent of office for superintendent, $1,000. 

“4, For stationery, fuel, lights, &c., for office of super- 
intendent, #275. 

<5. For messenger expenses, &c., $400. 

«6. For labor, miscellaneous items, and contingent ex- 
penses of the superintendency , $275. 

“7. For presents and provisions for Indians visiting 
superintendent on official business, $1,000. 
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‘8, For traveling expenses of the superinterdent and the 
necessary attendants, $9,500. 
“9. For furniture for superintendent’s office, $390. 
‘'0. For iron safe for superintendent’s office, $1 ,000. 
For United States fiags, for distribution among the 


©500.”? 


tribes, 


‘The House struck out every item but the first, 
and the Finance Committee of the Senate recom- 
rend a concurrence in the House amendment, 
except ae to the seventh and eighth items. 

The fourteenth amendment of the Senate was to 
etrike out these words: 

** For compensation to three special agents and four in 
terpreters for the Indian tribes of Texas, and for the pur 
clase of presents, and to negotiate with said Indians, under 

istractions from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for 
their removal trom that State to some designated unoccu 
pied territory of the United States, $25,000.°° 

** And inser: i" Jieu thereof the following, viz: 

“ For the purchase of presents, and to negotiate under in 
structions from the Secretary of the Interior, with the In 
dians in Texas, who have intruded themselves into that 
State from the territories of the United States, for their re 
moval from that State, $25,000."° 


‘ 


Ihe House struck outthe words which we have 
placed in italics, so that as amended the amend- 
ment reads thus: 


‘for the purehase of presents, and to negotiate, under 


instructions from the Secretary of the Interior, with the In 
dians in Texas, for their removal from that State, $25,000.” 

‘The Senate Committee on Finance recommend 
a disagreement with this amendment. 

The twenty-fifth amendment of the Senate added 
the following item: 

‘Fer the completion of the custom-house at Mobile, 

100,000,°? 

Chis the House of Representatives amended by 
ulding the following: 


‘* For the completion of the custom -house at Louisville, 
Kentucky, the additional sum of $43,700. 


‘For the completion of the custom-house at Cincinnati, | 


£50,000. 

** For the completion of a custom-house and other public 
ofhces connected therewith, at Pittsburg, $35,000. 

‘Por the completion of the fire -proof building in the city 
of St. Louis, Missouri, for a custom-house and independ- 


ent treasury building, and other offices of the United States, | 


$37 00 
‘For the completion of a custom-house at Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, 850,000," 


The Senate Committee on Finance propose to | 
reduce the appropriation for the Louisville custom- | 


house from $43,700 to $16,000; and to add to the 
tiouse amendment— 


‘For per diem, compensation, and mileage of Senators, | 


members of the House of Representatives, and Delegates, 
5U 000, 

The committee recommend that the Senate insist 
on its eighteenth amendment, to which the House 
disagreed. 
in page 13, appropriating $1,500 for the payment 
of Messrs. Babcock, Wilkinson, and Holcombe, 
for revising the laws of the Legislative Assembly 
of Minnesota, the following: — P 


Provided, That hereafter no expenses incurred by a 


Perritorial Legislature shall be paid out of the Treasury of 


the United States, unless previously sanctioned by law.*’ 


In all the other amendments the Senate commit- 
tee recommend a concurrence. 


Mr. HUNTER. I ask that the bill may be 


taken up at this time, for the purpose of consider- | 


ing that report. 


The PRESIDENT. It requires unanimous 
consent, 

No objection was made. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senate choose, the 


It is to insert at the end of the clause | 


question can be taken on the report in gross or | 


separately on the amendments. [ understand the 
Senator from ‘Texas wishes to make a separate 
question on the amendment in relation to the 
‘Texas Indians. ‘The Committee on Finance have 
concurred in all the amendments made by the 
House to the bill, with three or four exceptions. 
‘The first was this: The House struck out all 
that portion of the amendment which related to 


t 


} 


the superintendency of Indian affairs in Califor- | 


nia, with the exception of the salary of the super- | 


The Committee on Finance recom- 
mend to coneur in that, with the exception of two 


intendent. 


items-—one being for presents to the Indians, and | 


the other for the traveling expenses of the super- 
intendent, who is to be sent there for the purpose 
of seeing the Indians. The next amendment, in 
relation to which there was a difference of opin- 
ion, was that for the custom-house at Louisville. 


The House added to the amendment of the Senate | 
certain estimates made by the Department since it | 
The Department recommended that | 


was offered. 


in those cases in which it was provided last year, 
in the appropriation bills, that $75,000 should be 
devoted to the purchase of the site and completion 
of the building, Congress should appropriate 
$75,000 for the building, independent of the site. 
‘he Flouse adhered to that recommendation, with 
oneexception. They allowed to Louisville $47,000, 
instead ofthe price of the site, which was $16,000. 
The Committee on Finance have recommended 
that that amendment be so amended as to conform 
it to the usage in relation to the other custom- 
houses, and to the estimate of the Department. 
That is the second case in which we differ. 

The third is the amendment introduced here in 
relation to the appropriation for the removal of 
Indians who may have intruded into the territory 
of Texas. The House struck out the words 
‘*who may have intruded themselves into that 
State from the territories of the United States,’’ so 
as to make it read, ‘‘ for their removal from that 
State.”’ The committee do not agree to that, but 
recommend that we should insist on our original 
amendment, making the appropriation for the re- 
moval of Indians who may have intruded into 
Texas. 

The fourth, in which we disagree from the 
House, is in the amendment in relation to territo- 
rial expenses. We provided, in that amendment, 
thatappropriations should notbe made hereafter for 
the expenses of any Territory which were en- 
tered into without the sanctionoflaw. That was 
rejected by the House because a law was passed 
in 1842 to that effect. But it is thought proper to 
insist on it, iaasmuch as the law has been de- 
parted from, to give notice that it will be hereafter 
adhered to. 

There is also an additional amendment which it 
is necessary to put in. There was a deficiency 
in the fund for the pay and mileage of Senators. 
The Secretary of the Senate sent down an esti- 
mate to the Committee on Waysand Means which 


was rejected in the House. The Committee on | 
Finance have added that because it will be neces- 


sary. ‘The original estimate reached only to the 
17th of August. The Speaker of the House has 
drawn enough to serve that body until that period, 
and there isa deficiency in what is left for the 
Senate. It is a deficiency created in great part, it 
is true, by the extra session of the Senate, but still 
it is necessary to provide for it. ‘The Committee 
on Finance have therefore recommended an amend- 
ment by which it is provided for. 1 believe these 
are the only cases in which we have differed from 
the House. We have recommended the concur- 
rence in all the other of their amendments. 

The PRESIDENT. 
the Senate, the question will be on concurring in 
the report of the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope that the question in rela- 
tion to the Texas Indians may be excepted. I 
concur willingly in the whole report, with that 
exception. I move that that portion of the report 
be excepted. 

The PRESIDENT. Then the question will be 
on agreeing with the whole of the report, except- 
ing that portion which relates to this particular 
amendment. 

The question was accordingly taken in concur- 
ring in the report, excepting the amendment above 
referred to, and it was concurred in. 

The PRESIDENT. The question will now 
be on concurring in that amendment. 

Mr.RUSK. I trust that the Secretary will read 
the amendment made by the Senate, and also that 
made by the House of Representatives. 

The amendments were read as follow: 

The Senate’s amendment was: 

‘¢ For the purchase of presents, and to negotiate, under 
instructions from the Secretary of the Interior, with the 


Indians in Texas, who have intruded themselves into that 
State from the territories of the United States, for their 


| removal from that State, $25,000."" 


And the amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives was to strike out the following words: 


“ Who have intruded themselves into that State from the 
territories of the United States.”’ 


Mr. RUSK. I hope the House amendment 
will be agreed to. The appropriation amounts to 
the small sum of $25,000, for the purpose of re- 
moving the intruding Indians from Texas. The 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Huwnrer] seems to 


imagine that in the language of the House of Rep- | 


resentatives there is conveyed an instruction to 
the President to removeall the Indians. There is 


If such is the pleasure of 


’ 
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no such instruction. Therestriction | should have 
resisted at the moment it was made, as an unne- 
cessary precaution, because it not only implies a 
suspicion that Texas requires something improper 
in this negotiation, but that you cannot, on this, 
as on all other occasions, trust to the Executive 
Government the necessary powers for carrying it 
on. The idea, to my mind, is utterly preposter 

ous, Whatever negotiations are made with re 
gard to the removal of these Indians, would be 
the subject-matter of treaty, and must, therefore, 
necessarily come before the Senate. Nobody re- 
quires that sucha proposition as the Senator from 

Tirgimia has alluded to should be inserted in this 
bill, and therefore the restriction recommended by 
the Committee on Finance is unnecessary, and 
would only impede the negotiation that would take 
lace with the indian, because the first step would 
CG to hunt them up, to find them, to ascertain by 
legal proof, such as would satisfy the Senator from 
Virginia, who were the Indians that went over 
from the territory of the United States and settled 
in Texas. I should be glad to have him there as 
witness, and associate counsel, for the purpose of 
proving their identity. He would find it rather a 
difficult matter. 

The appropriation, as made by the House of 
Representatives, places the matter in the discre 
tion of the Executive of the United States, where 
such discretion properly rests, and where it has 
been placed heretofore. I think it would be pre 
posterous for Congress to attempt to give particu- 
lar instructions with regard to these Indians. I 
cannot see any of the difficulties apprehended by 


' the Senator from Virginia, at all; for no liability 


rests on the President to remove all the Indians 
from Texas, according to the wording of the 
amendment by the House. 

Mr. HUNTER. The amendment of the Sen- 
ate reads as follows: 

‘* For the purchase of presents, and to negotiate, under 
instructions from the Secretary of the Interior, with the 
Indians in Texas who have intruded themselves into that 
State from the territories of the United States, for their 
removal from that State, 25,000.” 


Now, the Senator from Texas says it is only 
designed to have it apply to Indians who intruded 
themselves into the territory. If that is the only 
design, why not express that idea in terms? be 
cause I think he will see, if he examines the 
amendment which the House have sent here, that 
there is danger of its receiving a very different 
construction. He asks who is to ascertain what 
Indians have intruded into the territory of Texas? 
It was the Senator himself who said that the In- 
dians had intruded, and he is lawyer enough to 
know that the burden of proving who they are 
rests on him. We have an agent there, and we 
will appropriate the money to remove those who 
are proved to have intruded, But take it the othe: 
way, and suppose we expunge these words from 
the amendment, and how does it stand? Here is 
a very small sum appropriated, but it is neverthe 
less the entering wedge, which implies that the 
United States is under some sort of obligation to 
remove the Texan Indians from Texas. Where 
shall we remove them? Where is the territory 
which we have for the purpose of removing them? 
They belong to Texas, and the United States 
have not assumed the obligations to remove them 
and provide a place for them elsewhere. If the 
Senator from Texas thinks the United States are 
under any obligation to remove them, the question 
should come up in another shape; for it is a large 
question, and requires much consideration 

The Senator has complained that our Indians 
have intruded upon Texas and committed depre- 
dations there. I am _ willing to make appropria- 
tions for the purpose of securing the people of 

| Texas, so far as the Government can do it, from~ 
such intrusions; beyond that I am not willing to 
go. I do not think we are bound to do it, nor can 
we have the means to do it, unless we make some 

| further provision for that purpose. Whenever we 
do that, it will take a much larger sum of money 
than $25,000. 

But the Senator says that this removal is to be 
a matter of discretion with the President of the 
United States. The President of the United States, 
however, will be compelled to exercise his discre- 
tion within the provisions of the law; end if by 
law we acknowledge the obligation, and assume 
the business of removing the Indians from Texas, 
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we have a Jaw on that subject he will be bound to 
J am unwilling, at present, to assume 
: under any such obligations. When 
the question comes up f fairly | am ready to con- 
sider it. I wish to reserve my opinion until that 
time, as I do not wish to prejudge it. .I therefore 
desire to » have the words put in which were put in 
by the Senate, for the purpose of excluding the 
;dea that we are under obligation to remove them. 
Mr. RUSK I do not think that a solitary ap- 
propriation has ever passed this body, extending 
he hand of this Government to afford protection 
against Indian depredations in Texas, without 
undergoing the strictest and most searching in- 
vestigation—depred: ations not committed by the 
Indians belonging to Texas, but by Indians who, 
by the policy of this Gove rnment, and in the teeth 
of their solemn treaties, have been forced upen 
them. I assert the fact, that this Government has 
violated the obligations of its treaty, and has forced 
upon Texas, from the frontier of the territory 
lately purchased from that State, a tribe of Indians 
the most dangerous, and from which the people 
of Texas sutfer more than from all other tribes 
together. The Government not only did this, but 
it furnished to them $10,000 a year, furnished in 
arms and ammunition, which they used upon our 
defenseless women and children; and now, when 
the pitiful sum of $25,000 is asked to be placed at 
the discretion of the Executive officers of this 
Government, for the purpose of removing these 
Indians from ‘Texas, metaphysical arguments are 
brought forward to show thatit would be incurring 
an obli gation on the part of the United States to 
remove all the Indians from Texas. Weask for 
un appropriation of $25,000 for the accomplish- 
ment of this desirable end—the removal of those 
Indians which have been forced upon us by the 
policy of the United States Government. 

And, sir, the honorable Senator from Virginia 
chooses to say that the [ndians belong to Texas! 
* they belong as much to the United States as 

» Texas, even the Indians in regard to whom he 
oni Lins so much alarm lest the Government 
should be compelled to remove the whole of them— 
I mean the Camanches. More of their home, if 
they have any home at all, is in the territory ac- 
quired by the United States from Texas. Their 
principal range is in the territory; and the Senator 
from Virginia, it seems to me by his course of 
reasoning, is not only deSirous of driving these 
Camanches, and Caddoes, and Cherokees, and 
Shawnee Indians into our territory, but he is un- 
willing to assume the responsibility of keeping 
out these Camanches. It seems to me that his 
objection to the amendment of the House of Rep- 
resentatives involves a suspicion which the words 
of that amendment will not bear, and for which 
they do not appear to me to furnish the slightest 
foundation. 

Mr. HUNTER. TheSenator from Texas has 
introduced two or three issues, which, it seems to 
me, do not arise out of this amendment. The first 
is the treatment of the State of Texas by the 
United States Government. I was not aware be- 
fore, sir, that the Government of the United States 
had dealt hardly or unkindly with that State; but 
if that question should ever come up, and if the 
Senator is determined to maintain that opinion, I 
hope he will do it on some other occasion—that it 
may be discussed connection with some other 
bill; for I have no doubt that if he enters into 
that inquiry, he will find that he has not quite so 
much cause of complaint as he thinks he has. He 
says | am unwilling to relieve the State of Texas 
from the pressure of the Indians, whom we have 
forced upon them. Why does Le say so? I say 
lam willing to adopt an amendment providing for 
the withdrawal from Texas of all the Indians over 
whom the United ae has control, and for whom 
they are responsible. I did not say that the United 
States might not at some future day to provide a 
place of refuge for the Indians in Texas. All I 
said was that I was not willing to prejudge that 
question, and to rive such a shape to the amend- 
ment as would cause us to assume that obligation; 
for 1 am not convinced that it is an obligation 
resting upon the United States, to provide for the 
removal of these Indians. He has said, what I 
admit to be true enough, and what would be pro- 
vided for in the amendment if it retained its ori- 
ginal shape—namely, that we are bound to save 
them from the intrusion of those Indians which 
belong to the territories of the United States. But 


axecute it. 
that we are 
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sir, I apprehend that we would find it an embar- 
rassing question, if we were to attach to the United 
iales the soie responsibility I managing aii the 
Indians in Texas. They may r 

itat some period or oth ut, as | 
marked, that is a question upon which I do not 
now wish to pass judgment—one on which it is 
not now necessary to pass judgment. The prin 

cipal evil of which he complains is the intrusion 
of the United States Indians upon Texas. For 
that evil l am willing to provide a remedy. This 
amendment, as il was passed by the Senate, pro- 
vides that remedy, but i am unwilling to go fur 

ther. 

Sir, the Senator from ‘Texas objec ted that meta- 
physical arguments have been used against the 
claims of Texas. If the claim of Texas is re- 
stricted to what is asserted in the amendment, l 
have used no argument against it. I have admit- 
ted a willingness to provide for it. Neither have 
1 argued that other question; but I 
whenever it does come up, let the Senator take 
which ma! he may, he will use metaphysi 
guments, if he 


, indeed, undertake 
before re- 


appre hen l, 


cal ar- 
argues the question at all. 

Mr. RU ‘SK. T heSenator from Virginia charges 
me with having raised this question, when he has 
raised it himself, by saying that the amendment of 
the House assumes the right of the Government ot 
the United States to remove all the Indians from 
Texas. ‘The Senator himself raises the question, 
and then objects to my answering him. Now, | 
ony that, if this amendment pass, as proposed by 
the Liouse, no such obligatio n as the 
speaks of is incurred, not in the slightest degree. 
The amendment now appropriates a certain sum 
for the removal of the Indians—nothing more. 

[ will state my position again: ‘Texas ceded to 
the United States a large quantity of territory, 
over which these Camanches roam twice as much 
as over the State of Texas. Suppose that, in the 
expenditure of this money, the President of the 
United States should see fit to say to these Caman- 
ches—and such a polic y has been recommended 
by the officers who have had counsel with them— 
suppose thatthe Government should say, ** W e will 
locate you here, and will furnish you with the im 
plements of husbandry, and will furnish you with 
provisions;’’ suppose that were done by the Gov- 
ernment, in the territory belonging to the Caman- 
ches, still that territory belongs to the United 
States, and the Senator would, in fact, preclude 
the attempt from being made to induce the Ca- 
manches to quit ther robbing and murdering 
habits. However, 1 do not expect that to take 
place, nor to see such a treaty made. The Sena- 
tor, in his place here, will not ‘allow an ything bear- 
ing such a construction to pass; and, ~ his desire 
to avoid any responsibility on the subject, frames 
the appropriation in such a way as to preclude 
any idea of obligation resting on the United States 
to provide for the sec urity of the frontier. Now, 
1 ask him—and he is a better lawyer than lam— 
to show how this amendment imposes the slight- 
est obligation on the part of the United States. 
W ords are generally used in incurring an obliga- 
tion, and I ask him to read, and plainly construe, 
this amendment, @nd show me where there are 
three words which imply the slightest obligation 
on the part of the United States to remove all the 

Indians. 

There is an obligation on the part of the United 
States which the Government has not been very 
ready to en that is, the defense of the 
frontier; but I do not mean to enter into a discus- 
sion on that point now. The Senator says that I 
shall have some little difficulty in showing that 
these Indians entered Texas from the territory of 
the United States! Sir, 1 should find none. I 
court that issue at any time. I stood-by, myself, 
and was a witness of the instrusion. I stood by, 
and saw the arms and ammunition, taken from 
these Indians. If that was not dealing hardly 
with Texas, I do not understand the English 
language. If furnishing these savages with arms 
and ammunition for the slaughter of women and 
children is not dealing hardly, I do not know what 
could be so termed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


is on concurring in the amendment made by the 


Senator 


House of Representatives to the amendment of 


the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Committee on Finance 
recommend that the Senate do disagree to that 
amendment 
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The amendment was not agreed ti 
he PRESIDING OFF ICE R 
fall the amendments made to the bil! 
PROTECTION OF THE TERRITORIES 
Mr. SHIELDS. If there is no other business 
now before the Senate, I 


prior orders, for the purpose of taking up H 


That cd 


move to postpone a 


bill No. 259. It is “ An actto provide for 
protection of the Territories Ne w Mexico and 
Oregon, and the States of Texas and Califo 
nia,’ which has been reported back from tl 
Committee on Millitary Affairs, with an amend 
ment 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro 
ceeded to the considerati f the b as in Cor 
mittee of the W hole 

The bill, as it came from the House, provide 
that the President be authorized to cause arms 
be distributed among such portions the i 4 
itants of New Mexico and Oregon, and the Stat 
of Texas and California, as he may deem ads 
able, and under such regulations and pre 


as may be considered necessary to insure 

preservation of said arms, and the applic tir 
thereof to the defense of the said Territ ries: al 
that so much of the two hundred thousand dolla: 


annually ar ppropriat ed by the act of 23d of A 


1808, for arming the whole body of the militia 
the United | States, as may be necessary, shal! be 
used for that purpose, anything in said act tot 


contrary notwithstanding; and that the Preside: 
be authorized, ohinives he may 
sary for the protection of said ‘Territ 
of ‘them, to call out all, or any 
militia thereof, or to acce 
more volunteer companies which may be raised 
therein; and that the volunteers and militia 
called into service shall be entitled to the same o1 
dinary monthly pay and allowances as were 
vided by law for volunteers while in the service 
the United States under the act entitled “*A) 
. providing for the prosecution of the exist 
* between the United States and the Renu Le ¢ 
‘ Mexic 0, ’ approved M; ay 13th, 1846 

oy he « ‘Ommittee | ropose d to amer d the 
adding thereto the foll: wing sectio? 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That the Pres 
the United States is hereby 


deem 1 et 


, ’ ’ 
xt the services of o1 


authorized to accept ihe 
vices of as many companies of mounted Texau ranger 


he in his judgment may deem necessary for the protection 
of the Texan frontier: Provided, That the whole force thus 
raised and employed in Texas, shall in no case exceed the 


number of. five hundred men 

Sec. 4. 4ndbe it further enacted, That each of the sai 
ompanies Of rangers shall consist of one captain, one first 
one second, and one third lieutenant, five sergeanta, fi 


corporals, and one hundred privates, who shall engage te 
serve the Government for one year, at least, fr 1 the date 
of their muster into the service of the United Stat vile 
otherwise ordered and directed by the President 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said mount 
ed rangers shall provide their own horses, clothing 
equipments, with the exception of arms and ammuni 
which arms and ammunition are to be supplied by the Gov 
ernment; but if any member of any o id comps . 
shall fail, during his term of service, to pr de himsell as 
above mentioned, the United States may furnish him with 


the same, and retain the amount out of his pays 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That ihe ' 
sioned officers shall receive the same pay and noluments 
as officers of the same grade in the Ar Uy 
States, and the officers «hall be allowed rn 
horses, and be entitled to the eam rations howe 

ame grade respectively in the Army of the United State 
and the sergeants shall be allowed $28 per month, the ti r 
porals #25 per month, and the privates S22 SO per month 
respectively, and shall be entitled ¢ r mis A 
the same forage for their horses, which are now allowed 





dragoons in the regular service of the United = ‘ 

Sec Ind be it further en ed, Thatthe off 
commissioned officers, and privates, raised | ian 
act. shall be entitled tothe like compensation in cas 
ability by wounds or otherwise, incurred int ‘ 
has heret re been allowed t tficer 
officers, and privates, in the military esta i the 
United States, but shall in no case be en 

ation for the lows of horses or private | 
be subject to the rules and articies of wa mi ¢ 
tions as have been or shall be estab . 
for the government of the Army oft Ur 

Sec. 8. And he it further ev ted, Ti er 
ident shall deem it necessary to employ at ornon of said 
force for the protection of the Texar yntier, he shall cau sé 
the Governor of ‘Texas to he t tof h tention. desie 
nating the number of companies that will be required, ar 
the place or places of muster: and such Company or 1 
panies as the Governor may select lor said fervice, net ex 
ceeding the number designated by the President, and who 


shall present themselves regularly organized and equippe 
in accordance with th quirements Of this act a shi be 
mustered into the service of the United States, and sha 
continue in such service, subjeot to the rules and regulations 
aforesaid, for the term of one year, unless Otherwise ordere 
and directed by the President 

@ec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the President is 
also authorized to call upon the Governor of California for 


e 
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any number of companies which he may deem necessary 
tor the protection of the frontier of said State, not exceed- 
ing five in all, to be in all respects mounted, organized, and 
equipped, to consist of the same number of officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and privates, to receive the same 


pay and emoluments, to serve under the same limitations | 
for the same term, and to be subject in all respects to the | 


same rules and regulations as already provided by this act 
in the case of the ‘Texan rangers. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Norris 


in the chair ) 


The question will then be en agree- | 


ing to the amendment proposed by the committee. | 


Mr. SHiELDS. Iam informed that the read- 
ing of the report of the Committee on Military 
Affairs will greatly facilitate the passage of this 
bill. I wish the report may be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Let the report 
be read. 

It was read accordingly; from which it appears 
that the state of affairs on the Rio Grande frontier 
is of the most deplorable character. Pillage, rob- 


bery, and murder are of such frequent occurrence | 
as to render life and property altogether insecure; | 


and unless immediate steps be taken to arrest the 


evil, there is reason to apprehend that it will end | 
in an atrocious and vindictive border warfare in | 


that region of our country. 


The committee, without deeming it material to 


inquire into the causes which have produced these 
outrages, or to specify particulars, declare that it 
is a matter of public notoriety, that the present 
condition of the Texan frontier is such as to re- 


“he mixed character of the population on the Rio | 


Grande frontier, differing in habits, manners, and 
language, naturally leads to dissensions, and as the 


American settlements on the Rio Grande are sparse || 


and defenseless, adequate protection cannot be | 


furnished by the civil authorities, aided by a small 
and insufficient force along such a vast extent of 
country. Protection can only be afforded by a 


strong force of mounted riflemen, such as was 


used in a similar case by the Republic of Texas. 


An equal necessity seems to exist for the em- | 


ployment of a similar force in California. 


A large | 


portion of the population of this State, from the | 


nature and variety of their pursuits, are scattered 
over the frontier and exposed to Indian hostilities. 
It is not to be expected that a small regular mili- 


tary force could furnish adequate protection | 


throughout the whole extent of the California 
frontier; and besides, experience shows that the 


temptation to desertion is so great, that the regu- |! 


lar military force cannot be relied on for adequate 
frontier protection in that State. Mounted ran- 
gers seem to be best calculated for such irregular 
and anomalous border service, until such time as a 
change in the condition of things in these States 
may render a small regular force sufficient for their 
protection, 

The measure here recommended will enable the 
President to call out this force as circumstances 


may render it necessary; and if, upon full trial, it | 


be found efficient, he will be able to withdraw, at || 


his discretion, a large portion of the regular force 
from California and Texas, and concentrate the 
same in New Mexico and Utah, and on the great 


lines of travel between the Mississippi valley and 
Pacific coast. 


This disposition of the military force of the | 


country will afford additional, and it is to be hoped 
adequate, protection to the inhabitants of these 
Territories, and to emigrants crossing the conti- 


nent; and will, besides, contribute to diminish the | 
enormous expense of maintaining a multitude of || 


smal! military posts—policed rather than garri- 


soned by military detachments, wholly insufficient | 


to overawe the Indians or to protect the inhabit- 
ants. 

With a view, therefore, to preserve peace with 
a neighboring Republic, to prevent a lawless 
border warfare, and to afford such protection to 
our frontier settlers as their present defenseless 
situation so urgently requires, the committee re- 
ported back the bill, with an amendment designed 
to accomplish these desirable objects. 


‘| own expense, will be far superior to that of men 
recruited about the recruiting stations. 


The amendment was agreed to, and the bill | 


was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. GWIN. 
lowed to the men | think is entirely too small. It 
is only $22 50 per month; and itis well known 
that, so far as my State is concerned, we cannot 
secure the services of mounted rangers with their 
own horses at that rate of compensation, We 
give to common soldiers there $15. month. These 


The compensation which is al- 
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| 


{ 


men are to beout in the bush; they are to find their 
own horses and equipments, and it will be impos- | 
sible to execute this law, unless you increase the | 
compensation. I therefore move that the compen- | 
sation be at least fifty per cent. above that pro- | 
posed in the bill. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I hope the Senator from | 


| 
' California will not persist in urging this amend- | 
| ment. 

} 


Mr. GWIN. _ I have prepared an amendment, 
which | now offer. It is to insert in the eighth | 
line of the ninth section, after the word ‘* emol- | 


‘uments,’ the words ‘‘ with an addition of fifty | 
|| per cent. for two years and.’’ The section, as thus || 
| amended, will then read: 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the President is | 


| also authorized to call upon the Governor of California for 


| any number of companies which he may deem necessary 
for the protection of the frontier of said State, not exceed- || 


' : 0 || jectionable on that ground. 
— the immediate attention of the Government. || 





{ 


| considered this force, which is to consist of about | 


ing five in all, to be in all respects mounted, organized, and 
equipped, to consist of the same number of officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and privates, to receive the same pay 
and emoluments, with an addition of fifty per cent. for two 
years, and to serve under the same limitations for the same 
term, and to be subjectin all respects to the same rules and 
regulations, as already provided by this act in the case of | 
the Texan rangers. 


Mr.SHIELDS. By the terms of the bill these 
men are to be employed but one year. If the 
force be found sufficient, and if it answer the pur- 
pose, the President can continue it pe:haps for 
two years. Consequently the amendment 13 ob- | 


consideration. The same principle applies to all 
the troops serving in California. Il presume the 
allowance made to the troops in California is 
whoily inadequate; but there has been no legisla- | 
tion giving additional pay to any of the regular | 
troops. The legislation that took place on that 
subject has expired, and I think it would be unfair | 
to give this additional pay to this force and not to | 
the regular troops also serving in the same coun- 
try and under the same circumstances. And I 
may as well state here as at any time, that we 


five hundred men, to be the cheapest, as well as 
the best kind of force that can be employed on 


that frontier; and that although the monthly pay | 


is much greater than that of the regular troops— 
the latter receiving only eight dollars per month, 
and these twenty-two and a half dollars per 
month—yet as they willfurnish their own horses 
and clothing, and as they will present themselves 
organized and ready for reception into service, we 
find them much cheaper than any regular forces 
raised in any portion of the country and trans- 
ported to the frontier. I could go into the items 
and give every item of expense, but I presume it 
is unnecessary. ‘The chief expense arises in the 
first place in the recruiting; next, in the contracts 
in elaaien to horses and equipage, in contracts 
for clothing, in transportation from the East to the | 
West, and in the casualties accompanying that 
transportation; for the loss by casualties attend- 
ing the transportation of horses, in most cases, 
amounts to twenty-five percent. I find this is the | 


most effective and at the same time the cheapest || 





force that can be employed on the fronier. 

Now I suppose that no man who has watched 
the state of things on the Rio@rande, does not 
see the necessity of some additional protection, | 
not only to our own people, but that species of | 
protection which, by our treaty stipulations, we 
are bound to give to the Mexican people on the 
soil which we have acquired. If this force does 
not accomplish it, I cannot, for my life, devise 
any scheme by which it can be done; for I take it 
for granted that the character of the men who pre- 
sent themselves, thus armed and equipped at their | 


I am also 
satisfied that the men who reside in, and are ac- 
uainted with the country, with the Indians, and 
the Mexicans, if they are the right sort of men, 
will be much more efficient, and a more valuable 
force for the protection of the frontier, than any 
men sent from the East. os 
I will say nothing as to the necessity for such 
rotection. I presume that the Senate admits that; | 
- I will say that on the Rio Grande, from its | 
mouth to the Paso del Norte, weare on the eve of | 
one of the most nefarious border wars that any | 
country ever engaged in; it will be distinguished | 
by murder and robbery in every degree. It is | 
too frequently the case, and, in saying this, I feel 





‘| that Senators who are acquainted with that coun- 


GLOBE. 


But there is another |; 








try will bear me witness, that the guilty there 
escape the punishment of their crimes, and the 
innocent suffer. For instance, a murder is com- 
mitted on the American side of the river, and the 
guilty parties escape to the mountains, perhaps 
to the woods; the next day the party that sets out 
in pursuit of the murderers, find it impossible to 
arrestthem, but wreak their vengeance on the in- 
nocent. That is the state of things now on the 
Rio Grande. I wish I could impress on the people 
there the necessity of keeping sacred faith with 
the Mexicans; every consideration of duty, of 
policy, and of magnanimity, should make them 
do so. 

I take it for granted that if five hundred well- 
selected, intelligent men were raised and embodied 
in Texas, that we shall hear nothing more of filli- 
bustiering and Caravajalling. 1 think that if such 
a force had existed Caravajal would never have 
shown his face on the American side of the Rio 
Grande. 

Now, as I remarked, from the calculations I 
have made, it seems that this force will cost 
$531,821 a year; a regular force of mounted men, 
enlisted regularly, at the same pay as regular 
troops, and sent there, would cost the Govern- 
ment $752,735 the first year, and for the second, 
and each subsequent year, would cost $437,035. 
As I have already stated, the expense is incurred 
here, not on the frontier; in your contracts, in the 
transportation of men and horses from the East, 
from Maine and Massachusetts, to California; 
whereas this bill provides the means for obtaining 
the men, together with their horses and clothing, 
on the spot. The men provide their own horses 
and their own clothing, consequently the only ex- 
pense to the Government, is fur the forage for the 
horses, and for the pay and rations of the men. 

Now, with sanael to the amendment offered by 


| the Senator from California, [Mr. Gwin,] my im- 
| pression is, that there is a necessity for an increase 


of pay in the whole of that State; but the increase 
should be equal; it should apply to the regulars, 
as well as to the volunteers, and the Committee 


| on Military Affairs has that matter under consid- 


eration, and intend to bring in a general bill on 
the ery ae 1 think, therefore, it would not be 
advisable to introduce the subject into the present 
bill. 


Mr. GWIN. As the chairman of the Commit- 


| tee on Military Affairs has stated that the com- 


mittee intend to report a general bill giving in- 
creased compensation to the army and officers in 
the State of California, that will answer the pur- 
pose of my amendment. The increased compen- 


| sation which I propose should be in operation for 


two years. My proposition was to increase it 
fifty per cent. within that period. I am quite of 


| opinion that the compensation should be increased, 


| Utah. 


/and Oregon. 


_ he will not do so. 


and on the assurance which has just been given 
to the Senate by the chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs I will withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SHIELDS. As the bill came from the 
House it only provided for the Territories of New 
Mexico and Oregon. It said nothing in regard to 
I presume that that was done on the as- 
sumption that the Mormons were able to protect 
themselves; but on mature consideration it seems 
to me to be better that we should legislate equally 
as to all, and that the Territory of Utah should 
be included with the Territories of New Mexico 
I will state that by this bill the 
President of the United States has the power either 
to call out the troops in these Territories or not, as 
the necessities of the case may appear to require. 
If there be no necessity to call them out, of course 
And if there should unfor- 
tunately be such a necessity, then he can call 


| them out in proportion to such necessity. 


In relation to the remark of the honorable Sen- 
ator from California, that if these troops that are 


| thus to be raised in Texas and California should 


not accomplish the object for which they are de- 
signed, I trust the President will disband them at 
once—and particularly in Texas. If the troops 


| thus raised do not prevent these outrages on the 


| 


Rio Grande, and if it is found that after they are 
raised these outrages continue, and that the Amer- 
icans go to the other side of the Rio Grande and 
aid Mexicans to violate the laws of Mexico, I 
should be quite willing, for one, to call upon the 
President to disband them at once. I trust, how- 


ever, to the honor and the character of the men; 
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and [ trust something to the State of Texas, too, || Mr. CLARKE. I move to postpone the fur- 


for she has more interest than any other portion 
of the country in putting down the paltry and in-* 
significant warfare that 1s going on, and which is 
as disgraceful to our country as it is injurious to 
the country on the other side. But while | say 
that, [ must also say for our own side, that there 
is now on the Mexican side a large body of Mex- 
ican troops—if troops they can be called, which 
receive no pay—for the Government of Mexico is 
too poor to pay them—and they may be consid- 
ered as half soldiers and half brigands—these men 
are necessary te protect our people against that 
class. 

Mr. RUSK. The troops provided for by this 
bill, which I think is about the best that could 
have been provided, have’ been called for by the 
President of the United States. The Mexicans 
have on the opposite side several thousand troops 
at Matamoros. Our own forces during the time 
of the fillibustering affair were not move than about 
twenty. We have a custom-house in which are 
deposited large stores of goods, and, I believe, 
there is not a single soldier at the place. In an- 
other part of the country, where the Camanches 
cross for the purpose of committing depredations, 
I think there have been two broken companies. 
At Paso del Norte there was a station, at which 
there were some hundred soldiers. The com- 
mander of that portion of them used to be attached 
to the ninth military division including New Mex- 
ico. The commander removed the soldiers from 
that station, and they have no soldiers there now 
at all. 

In regard to the apprehension which might be 
entertained from these troops entering into any 
collision with Mexico, I think there need be none 
at all. I am very sure that if there had been two 
hundred Texan rangers upon that frontier during 
the time of Caravajal’s operations there, none of 
it would have been heard of. Previous to the 
time that Caravajal commenced his hostilities, the 


' 


citizens of Texas, scattered up and down the | 


towns on the Rio Grande, were enjoying a trade 
of some two or three millions of dollars annually, 
a profitable trade with Mexico;and that trade, by 
the operations of Caravajal, a man totally desti- 
tute of character, has been entirely broken up. If 
the citizens of Texas had been in sufficient num- 
bers there, they would have stopped his operations; 
and I have no doubt that if two hundred soldiers 
had been there, none of those depredations would 
have been committed. The presence of two hun- 
dred Texan rangers would mend the manners of the 
Mexicans speedily; for they have some occasion 
to entertain considerable respect for that class of 


little acquaintance. They would effectually pre- 
serve peace on that frontier. ; 
The amendments made to the bill, as in Com- 


ther consideration of the resolution until Wednes- 
day next, and make it the special order for that 
day. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I must object to making this 
resolution the special order for Wednesday, as 
such a proposition was strenuously resisted in re- 
gard to a bill which I have been urging, and which 
stands postponed to the day previous to that 
named by the honorable Senator. 

Mr. CLARKE. I do not insist upon that 
part of the motion with regard to making the res- 
olution the special order; but simply move that 
its further consideration be postponed till Wed- 
nesday next. 

The motion was agreed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. CLARKE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, July 15, 1852. 

The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 

‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is House bill No. 271, ** granting the right of way 
and a portion of the public lands to the States of 
Florida and Alabama for the construction of cer- 
tain railroads in said State.”’ 

Mr. SIBLEY. Iask the unanimous consent of 
the House to submita resolution. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
then read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing one 
or more additional land offices in Minnesota, and providing 
for the appointment of a surveyor general for said Terri- 
tory, and that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 


The question was then taken, and the resolu- 


tion was adopted. 


| was opposed to the appropriation. 


mittee of the Whole, were concurred in by the | 


Senate. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The bill in its present form 
provides only for the distribution of arms among 
the people of the States of Texas, and California, 
and the Territories of New Mexico and Oregon. 
I move to amend it by inserting ** Utah”’ after 
** New Mexico,”’ so that it will read: ‘* That the 
President of the United States be, and he is here- 
by, authorized to cause arms to be distributed 
among such portions of the inhabitants of New 
Mexico, Utah, Oregon,” &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time. 


MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION. 

Mr. CLARKE. Mr. President, the resolution 
introduced by the honorable Senator from Cali- 
fornia, [Mr. Wetter,] for the appointment of a 
select committee to investigate the charges pre- 
ferred against the Commissioner upon the Mexican 
boundary was the made special order for to-day. 
The honorable Senator from California himself 
designated to-day; but he is not here, and I should 
be very unwilling to proceed with the discussion 
in his absence. There is some evidence now 
being prepared in regard to the subject which is 
not yet fully completed; I therefore move that the 
resolution be taken up in order, that its further 
consideration may be postponed until Wednesday 
next. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ac- 
cordingly resumed the consideration of the reso- 
lution, 


Mr. MACE. On yesterday, when the Collins 
line appropriation was up, and my name was 
called, t stated that I would not vote because I had 
paired off with Mr. Bennett, of New York. | 
The matter 
was omitted by the Reporters. 


The SPEAKER. The question is upon com- 


mitting the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union. 


Mr. CABELL, of Florida. That motion was 


| made with a view of preventing the bill from going 
troops, with whom they have heretofore had some || 


upon the Speaker’s table. The bill has been fre- 
quently under consideration, and I do not propose 
now to make a long speech in favor of it. I will 
merely call the attention of the House to the fact 
that this bill, which is now under consideration, 
was the first bill of the kind ever introduced into 
Congress. As far back as 1836, a bill of this kind 
was reported to this House, and passed the Senate, 
and has continued to pass the Senate from year to 
year. 

Other States have availed themselves of the sug- 
gestion or plan proposed by the Pensacola Rail- 
road Company to induce the General Government 
to aid in the construction of railroads passing 
through the public lands by a grant of the alter- 
nate sections of land on either side, and two States 
have been more fortunate than the State of Florida 


| in inducing the Committee on Public Lands to 
| report their bills in advance of others, which have 
| passed both Houses of Congress and become laws. 


Signal benefits have thus been conferred on the 
States of Illinois and Missouri, in the Northwest. 
We now ask a similar act of justice and liberality 


| for my section of the Union, the extreme South- 


east. The bill under consideration provides for a 
road from the town of Pensacola, in Florida, to 
Montgomery, in Alabama, about one hundred and 
fifty miles in length. If gentlemen will refer to 


| the documents upon the subject, they will find 


that this very road has been recommended from 


| time to time by the War Department as absolutely 


i 


essential to the protection of the town of Pensa- 
cola. There is between that town and the popu- 
lous parts of Alabama, and other sections of the 
country, a wilderness of some sixty or seventy 
miles, which separates that place from the rest of 
mankind. It has been deemed by the Depart- 


|} ment, as you will see by referring to the reports 


| of rendezvous; but this defect may he a very ser 
| in certain moments, and invites, therefore, 
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of the engineers, that in order to give security to 
the public works at Pensacola, which have already 
cost the Government millions of dollars, it is ab- 
solutely essential that some means of transporta- 
tion be afforded for the troops and munitions of 
war essential to the protection of such important 
national interests, 


There is, at present, no means 
of getting to Pensacola except by sea. It is men- 
tioned in one of these reports that during the diffi- 
culties on the Canada frontier some years ago, 
the British Government transferred their naval 
station from Halifax to Bermuda, some two hun- 
dred and eighty miles from Charleston. They 
are, as you know, alre ady in possession of the 
Island of Jamaica, and we can imagine what will 
be the situation of this country and the condition 
of the inestimably valuable commerce passing 
around the capes of Florida, if we have not some 
strong point upon the Gulf of Mexico which is 


accessible to our troops and munitions of war, 


It has been very properly and wisely said by a 
committee of a former Congress, to whom this 
subject was referred, that ‘* without an easy, rapid, 
and safe railway communication to the interior, 
all their money, and all the national considera- 
tions which dictated the purchase of Florida 
with a view of obtaining Pensacola for a naval 
depot, will result in so much benefit conferred on 
any great naval Power with which we may here- 
after happen to be at war.”’ 


. 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


In this connection 


| I ask the attention of the House to a few extracts 


from the reports of Colonel Totten, Chief of the 
Engineer Department: 

In his report to the Secret ry of War, dated 
November 2, 1843, he says: 

‘The fortifications of this harbor, at the present mo- 
ment, sO faras the works themselves,are concerned, con 


| stitute a formidable and efficient array of strength; and, 
| within two or three years, the entire system of local de 


fense will be complete, excepting only such auxiliary means 
as may, without danger, be left to be executed when about 
to be needed. 

‘* But there are other considerations connected with the 
security of this great harbor, which are independent of 
mere defenses, whether naval or military ; such, | mean, 
as relate to a safe and easy communication with the sources 
of supply and relief. These are of more than common 
interest here, because any enemy thatshould be able to test 
the arrangements for defense would, in doting so, complete 
ly cut off all the existing channels of communication. 
This isolated position of Pensacola, in reference to any 
productive or populous region, is its peculiar disadvantage ; 
which has all along been keptin view by those connected 
with the defensive preparations, and by them has been re- 
peatedly presented to the notice of the Government. 

“There was a time when privée enterprise seemed 
about to connect this mere harbor of refuge into one of the 
great entrepots of western commerce, by opening a direct 
and speedy communication with the interior; but, since 
the failure or postponement of that hope, the extent to which 
the General Government may, in such a case, interfere to 
carry out enterprises having such an object, would seem to 
have become a very important question.”* 


In his report dated November 30, 1844, Colonel 
Totten uses the following language: 


*« Pensacola harbor, Florida.—I beg leave to refer to pre 
vious reports from this office for strong expressions of opin 
ion as to the value of thie harbor to the nation, and the 
importance to the large public interest already established 
therein, of opening direct communication with the interior, 
The works of defense, in charge of this department, have 
been improved to the extent admissible with the funds at 
command, and are now in progress of such improvement. 
Some further aid will be needed, as stated in the following 


reports on the particular works.’’ 


Colonel Totten, in his report dated November 
1, 1845, uses the following emphatic expressions 
in regard to the necessity of a communication to 
the interior from Pensacola: 

** Now that the defenses of this harborarein a condition 
of efficiency, inviting the resort thither for shelter, in time 
of war, of vessels of every description, and warranting any 
extension which it may be desirable to give to arrangements 
for their repair, re®quipment, and refreshment, it appears 


| to be quite important to look to the means of getting « 


cess to the productive and populous interior districts. The 
sterility of the region contiguous to Pensacola is the only 
defect which its harbor has asa naval station or a point 
ssone 
the parti ular 
attention of the Government. It is presumed, that if no 
opportunity be afforded for the National Government to act 
directly in the matter, any private enterprises, tending to 
remove this difficulty, will be eagerly patrouized.”’ 

In his report dated 10th November, 1846, he 
again calls attention to this subject, and says: 

“| have so often, in my annual reports, invited the atten- 
tion of the Government to the importance of this harbor for 
national purposes, and to the need of opening a communi- 
cation with the rich country of the North, and shall, there 
fore, on these subjects, now restrict myself to referring back 
to these communications.”’ 

There are many other reasons which I could 

| give in favor of this road, but I am satisfied if I 
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go into a long discussion of the — it will be 
utterly impossible to get a vote to-day. Enough 
has been said to show the national importance of 
this road, and the interest which the Federal Gov- 
ernment has in its construction. [ will merely 
add, that another great advantage to the country 
from the construction of this road is, that it will 
form a continuous line of railway communication 
from the extreme eastern section of the Union to 
the Gulf of Mexico, thereby affording increased 
facilities to the Government for the transportation 
of the mails, and a speedy and direct communica- 
tion between the Atlantic cities and those on the 
Gulf of Mexico. At present the great line of rail- 
roads to the Southwest terminates at Montgomery. 
This road will complete the connection. 

In this same bill there is a provision made for 
a road across the peninsula of Florida, from some 
point upon the Atlantic, on or near the St, Mary’s 
river, to some point on the Pacific coast, to be 
designated by the State of Florida. The import- 
ance of this road as a national work must be ob- 
vious toall. The question has claimed the con- 
sideration of this Government for a series of years, 
as to whether a ship-canal could be constructed 
across the peninsula of Florida. That project 
has been held by many scientific men not to be 
n feasible one. At all events, its feasibility is so 
doubtful, that I have no idea that this Government 
could now be induced to undertake it. The rail- 
road which we now propose will be,in some sort, 
a substitute for the project of the ship-canal, and 
s@ far from interfering with the latter project, will 
be in aid of it, by diverting travel and commerce, 
and thus attracting public attention to the import- 
ance of this communication across the peninsula 
te avoid the dangerous navigation around Cape 
Florida. The proposed road passes through a 
district of country ** so poor that it will not yield 
black-eye peas,’’ and will never be worth five 
cents an acre unless this road is constructed. This 
fact every man knows who has ever been in that 
section of the country; for it is a sandy, pine, 
barren country throughout nearly its entire length. 
We prop we, by this bill, to give the State the 
alternate sections of land on either side of this 
road, which, though utterly worthless in them- 
selves, will acquire great value from the facilities 
the road will afford for the transportation to market 
of lumber, piteh, tar, and turpentine, the only 
products of the land, and which it is now utterly 
impossible to make available. The increased value 
given to similar lands, similarly situated in the 
State of North Carolina, by the construction of 
the Wilmington road, enables us to form some 
estimate of the advantage to the Government, asa 
great land proprietor, in a pecuniary point of view, 
by the passage of this bill and the completion of 
this road. The alternate sections reserved to the 
Government at present are worth nothing. Their 
value will probably be enhanced to the increased 
estimate, $2 50 per acre, put upon them by this 
bill. Whatever may be true of alternate sections 
of land through which the other railroads in the 
Northwest may pass, it is certainly true in this 
case, that the lands in these alternate sections are 
utterly worthless without the constraction of this 
road. [do not know that it is necessary for me 
to say more upon this subject now, except that 
the Legislature of the State of Florida has au- 
thorized a subscription, on the part of the State, 
of $1,000,000 towards the construction of this 
road. Il withdraw the motion to recommit, and 
move to put the bill upon its passage, and upon 
that motion I demand the previous question, 

The SPEAKER. TheChair understands that 
the gentleman did not submit the motion to re- 
commit. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. 
motion, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman made the 
motion to recommit to the Committee on Public 
Lands. The gentleman from Tennessee [{Mr. 


I think I made the 


Jones] moved to recommit it to the Committee of 


the Whole House on the state of the Union. 
That is the question. 

Mr. CABELL. Those motions were sepa- 
rately reconsidered, if the Speaker will recollect, 
until we came back to this distinct vote. I had the 
floor upon the last motion, which was to recom- 
mit the bill. All those other motions had been 
reconsidered. That is my recollection. Was 
there such a motion as to recommit the bill to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union? | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





July 15. 


The SPEAKER. The motion to recommit it — tion of the vote taken yesterday, by which the bill 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of “and reports of the Judiciary Committee on the 


the Union is now pending. 

Mr. CABELL. Will the Speaker be so kind 
as to tell me who made that motion? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from T'en- 
nessee [Mr. Jones} made the motion, and he fol- 
lowed it up by a motion to lie upon the table, 


, which was voted down, and the question recurred 


upon the motion to commit, which is now the 
question before the House. 

Mr. CABELL. What will be the effect of the 
previous question? Will it cut off the motion to 
put the bill upon its passage ? 

The SPEAKER. It will bring the Houseto a 
vote first upon the motion to commit. 


Mei CAURLE... And whet will be the next | 


motion ? 


The SPEAKER. 


Upon the passage of the 


bill. 
Mr. CABELL. I shall move the previous 
question. 


Mr. SEYMOUR. I wish to inquire if this 
road is embraced among the roads provided for 
in the land bill which has passed this House ? 

Mr. CABELL. There is a clause in that bill 
to this effect: that the lands granted to railroad com- 
panies shall be deducted from the land appropri- 
ated to the individual States. There are two mil- 
lions of acres appropriated in that bill to the State 
of Florida. We desire now merely to give direc- 
tion to that grant, and have it deducted from the 
two millions. I call the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Florida whether that bill does not itself direct 
the application of land for that road ? 

Mr. CABELL. No, sir. 

Mr. MILLSON. The House is thin, and 
with a view of giving time to absent members to 
have an opportunity of voting, | move that there 
be a call of the House. 

Mr. LOCKHART demanded 
nays; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Mitt- 
son ’s motion, and there were—yeas 35, nays 108. 

So the House refused to order a call. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon recom- 
mitting the Florida land bill to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. If that-mo- 
tion should fail, it will bring the House to vote 
first upon the amendment, and then upon the en- 
grossment of the bil. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
committing the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and having it printed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I move to lay 
the bill upon the table, and upon that proposition 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken,and there were— 
yeas 75, nays 84; as follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Averett, Bibighaus, 
Bocock, Buell, Burt, Busby, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. Camp- 
bell, Cartter, Caskie, Chapman, Chastain, Curtis, George 
T’. Davis, Dean, Dimmick, Edgerton, Edmundson, Fowier, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Giddings, Green, 
Grow, Hamilton, Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Hart, Hib- 
bard, Holladay, Hunter, Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Pres- 
ton King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Letcher, Mann, Martin, Mason, 


the yeas and 


McLanahan, McMullin, MeQueen, Meade, Millson, Mor- | 


rison, Murphy, Murray, Newton, Andrew Parker, Peaslee, 
Perkins, Powell, Reed, Robbins, Robie, Russell, Savage, 
David L. Seymour, Origen 8. 
Richard H. Stauton, Sweetser, Thurston, Townshend, 
Tuck, Wildrick, and Woodward—75 

NAYS—Messrs. W. Allen, Bell, Bissell, J. H. Boyd, 
Bragg, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, A. G. Brown, E. Carrington 
Cabell, Caldwell. Thompson Campbell, Chandler, Church- 
well, Clingman, Cobb, Conger, John G. Davis, Dockery, 
Duncan, Eastman, Evans, Fitch, Florence, Freeman, 


, Gentry, Gilmore, Gorman, Harper, Sampson W. Harris, 


Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Horstord, Hous- 
ton, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Jackson, James 
Johnson, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Landry, 
Lockbart, Humphrey Marshall, Miller, Miner, Molony, 
Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Samuel 
W. Parker, Penn, Phelps, Porter, Richardson, Sackett, 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Scurry, Smith, Stanly, Benja 
min Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, 
A. H. Stephens, St. Martin, Strother, Stuart, Taylor, 
Venable, Walsh, Ward, Watkins, Welch, Wilcox, Wili- 
liams, and Yates—él. 


The SPEAKER. The question is upon refer- 
ring the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

SEVENTH CENSUs. 
Mr. McLANAHAN. 


Seymour, Skelton, Smart, | 


I move a reconsidera- |, 


subject of the apportionment of the Seventh Cen- 
sus of the United States, were referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
My object is to have them printed, and in a few 
days after they shall have been printed to call them 
up for consideration. 

Mr. STUART. L rise to a question of order—. 
that this motion cannot be made within the morn- 
ing hour. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it is 
in order for the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. McLananan] to have his motion entered at 
any time, but it would not be in order to consider 
his motion at this time. That is the distinction 
which the Chair makes. ‘The motion will be en- 
tered upon the Journal. 


FLORIDA LAND BILL. 

The question then recurred upon referring the 
Florida land bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HAMILTON demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 77, nays 77; as follows: 

YEAS—Messars. Aiken, Allison, Ashe, Averett, Beale, 
Bibighaus, Bocock, J. H. Boyd, Buell, Burt, Caskie, Chap- 
man, Chastain, Curtis, Dean, Dimmick, Edgerton, Edmund- 
son, Floyd, Fowler, Gamble, Giddings, Grow, Hamilton, I. 
G. Harris, Haseall, Hibbard, Holladay, Houston, Thomas 
M. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Hunter, Ingersoll, Ives, Jack- 
son, Andrew Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Letcher, 
Mann, Martin, Mason, McLanahan, MeMutlin, McNair, 
MeQueen, Meade, Millson, Morehead, Morrison, Murphy, 
Murray, Newton, Andrew Parker, Peaslee, Perkins, Pow- 
ell, Reed, Robbins, Robie, Russell, Savage, David L. Sey- 
mour, Origen 8S. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Townshend, 
Tuck, Venable, Washburn, Welch, Wildrick, and Wood 
ward—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Bell, Bissell, Bragg, Bren- 
ton, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, E. Carrington Cab 
ell, Joseph Cable, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Thomp- 
son Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Clingman, Cobb, Conger, 
George T. Davis, John G. Davis, Disney, Dockery, Doty, 
Dunham, Evans, Fitch, Freeman, Gentry, Gorman, Green, 
Harper, Sampson W. Harris, Haws, Hendricks, Henn, 
Horsford, John W. Howe, Jaines Johnson, John Johnson, 
Robert W. Johnson, Landry, Lockhart, Mace, Humphrey 
Marshall, Miller, Miner, Molony, Henry D. Moore, John 
Moore, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Samuel W. Parker, Penn, 
Phelps, Porter, Price, Richardson, Sackett, Schermerhorn, 
Scurry, Smith, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Alex 
ander H. Stephens, St. Martin, Strother, Stuart, Taylor, 
Walsh Ward, Watkins, Wilcox, Williams, and Yates—77. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr.GORMAN. Has the morning hour ex- 
yired ? 

' The SPEAKER. The morning hour has ex- 
vired. 

Mr. GORMAN. Is not the next business be- 
fore the House the bill in relation to the public 
printing? 

The SPEAKER. The report from the Com- 
mittee on Public Printing is the first business in 
order. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This bill has just been |.id 
upon our tables, and I wish to know of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Gorman] whether he 
will not allow me to make a motion to postpone 
its consideration until to-morrow? — It is impossi- 
ble that members can have examined it since it 
came to our desks this morning. Then, sir, I 
have another reason why I wish to postpone. I 
have great anxiety to get through, if possible, 
with the Indian appropriation bill to-day. There 
is nothing before the Senate. They will get 
through the deficiency bill to-day; and my object 
isto send them that bill, that they may be at 
work upon it. 

Mr. GORMAN. 1 would accommodate the 
gentleman certainly, or any one else in the House, 
if this were a new question; but the public print- 
ing has been subject to discussion so long, and 
the merits and demerits of every proposition have 
been discussed so long, that it is not like a new 
question. We have talked about it until it is per- 
fectly familiar to the ear and the recollection of 
everybody. The rates and charges have been be- 
fore the House since the first report of the com- 
mittee upon the subject of public printing. The 
rates and charges originally reported to the 
House are the same as those in this bill; and 
there can be no kind of question raised that has 
not been raised, and no question discussed that has 
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